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    Jesus will be the first to experience the
distress of the coming judgment. His baptism
will be the conflict into which he will be
immersed as he approaches Jerusalem and his
death on the cross. His followers will not be
spared that distress. The angels at Jesus' birth
proclaimed peace on earth, and Simeon,
holding the baby Jesus in the Temple, said to
God: “Master, now you may let your servant
go in peace.” Here Jesus tells the crowd not to
think he has come to bring peace; he has
come to bring division. Simeon said as much
when he turned to Mary and said that the child
was destined for the rise and fall of many and
to be a sign that will be contradicted. Peace is
the ultimate end of the Kingdom of God, but
peace has a price. Jesus is warning the crowd
that wherever the Word of God is heard and
acted upon, division occurs. Fathers will be
divided against sons and mothers against
daughters.
   The coming judgment forces us to look at the
implications of our commitments. As Jesus
warned in last Sunday's Gospel, a
commitment of faith requires us to change our
attitude toward material possessions and to
take even more seriously our moral
responsibilities. Here he reminds the crowd
that those who commit to him will find it
affects the way they relate to friends and
family members. The angel who announced
the birth of John the Baptist to Zechariah said
John would go before Jesus to turn the hearts
of fathers toward their children. But a
commitment to Jesus forces us to change the
way we live our lives, and this can put strains
on relationships.
   We don't expect to hear such difficult words
from Jesus in the Gospel. But it is good to be
reminded once in a while that the decision to
do the right thing, the good thing, is not
always easy and without conflict. Jesus himself
did not make easy decisions and avoid
conflict. In today's reading, he reminds his
followers to be prepared for difficult decisions
and conflict as well.
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   Having reminded the
apostles and the crowd
that facing the coming
judgment takes patience,
Jesus now goes on to
speak of how difficult it will
be to wait. He tells them
that he has come to set the
earth on fire. Recall that in
chapter 3 of Luke's
Gospel, John the Baptist
tells the crowd that he is
baptizing with water, but
someone mightier is
coming who will baptize
with the Holy Spirit and
fire. The fire Jesus speaks
of here is the distress
caused by the coming
judgment. It is also the fire
of the Spirit that Luke, in
the Acts of the Apostles,
will describe descending
on the disciples on
Pentecost. That fire will
strengthen them to go out
to the whole world to
preach the good news of
Jesus' Resurrection.



A WEEKLY MESSAGE FROM DEACON AL AULNER

Greetings to all, especially teachers and students as a new school year begins.

In this week’s gospel Jesus talks about setting the world on fire and so He and
his apostles did 2,000 years ago. The fire of faith in Jesus Christ swept the
known world like a wildfire and has been burning ever since. In every
generation the Church is challenged to stoke the blaze and spread the good
news of salvation through Jesus to the world. Spreading of the good news is
called the “Kerygma”, the apostolic proclamation of salvation through Jesus
Christ.

All the Baptized are called to participate in the Kerygma. We are tasked to
proclaim the salvation offered through Jesus to the people we live with today. I
don’t know about you, but this understanding was not part of my initial
instruction in the faith when I was younger. When I did discover that I should be
sharing my faith with others I didn’t know how to do that. I didn’t know what to
do when it came to talking about Jesus to people outside of my family. I had no
problem telling people about a good restaurant, or a good movie but I didn’t
have the words needed or a method to give an effective witness about Jesus. I
know I wasn’t alone; this part of faith formation wasn’t covered very well for
most of us growing up in America over the past several decades.

The Church in America is changing and recognizing that the laity needs to be
made aware of their call to proclaim Jesus to everyone we know; to be part of
the “Kerygma”. In this Archdiocese there is a solid commitment for the Church
to be missional, to go out and proclaim the gospel and live mercy. It’s going to
take some time for us as a parish to understand what it means to be missional.
It’s going to take some time for us to learn how to do that. It’s going to take
some time for us to see how we are a part of the firestorm Jesus desires, but it’s
time to get started.

An opportunity to experience the “Kerygma” is being offered to the
parishioners of Holy Ghost and St. Bernadette this fall. We will resume the
ALPHA course beginning Monday, September 12th in the Holy Ghost social
hall. We start by serving dinner at 6pm followed by the ALPHA session. The
course is open to everyone sixteen and older. ALPHA can be your next step in
your faith life, it is something you can recommend to someone who has no faith
or who has fallen away from the faith.

The harvest is ready. Thousands of people in our community are looking for
something and not finding it. The are looking for what you have been given…
they are looking for God and you can help them find Him. Come and join us
and bring a friend who needs Jesus!

Deacon Al



HELP NEEDED FOR FUNERAL LUNCHEONS

Hello Friends,

After many years of dedicated service to our parish members and their families,
Mrs. Grace Pohl and her crew have decided to retire from organizing the
funeral luncheons for Holy Ghost. I have been asked to search for a new crew
so this wonderful ministry can continue.  

I believe that Grace usually had 2 or 3 helpers at each luncheon to set up, put
food on the tables and clean up at the end. It would be ideal if we could find 5
or 6 volunteers that way you would not be expected to be at every luncheon.
You could rotate shifts. Mrs. Jodi May has graciously volunteered to lead this
ministry, but she will need a dedicated crew to help her. She will need a few
who are able to contact parish members about making salads/desserts for the
luncheons and people who can bring desserts and salads when called upon
along with the servers.

If you feel like you have the time to invest in this needed ministry, please
contact me at 402-669-8863 or by email to andyheather@cox.net. 

I do have a small list of volunteers started, but we do need more! This is a great
ministry if you are retired. Please consider helping those in need.

Thank you for considering this.

Blessings and prayers to you,

Heather Slizoski

mailto:andyheather@cox.net


SAINT OF THE WEEK: SAINT MAXIMILIAN MARY KOLBE

SAINT MAXIMILIAN MARY KOLBE’S STORY

“I don’t know what’s going to become of you!” How many parents have said that? Maximilian Mary Kolbe’s reaction
was, “I prayed very hard to Our Lady to tell me what would happen to me. She appeared, holding in her hands two
crowns, one white, one red. She asked if I would like to have them—one was for purity, the other for martyrdom. I said, ‘I
choose both.’ She smiled and disappeared.” After that he was not the same.

He entered the minor seminary of the Conventual Franciscans in Lvív--then Poland, now Ukraine-- near his birthplace, and
at 16 became a novice. Though Maximilian later achieved doctorates in philosophy and theology, he was deeply
interested in science, even drawing plans for rocket ships.
Ordained at 24, Maximilian saw religious indifference as the deadliest poison of the day. His mission was to combat it.
He had already founded the Militia of the Immaculata, whose aim was to fight evil with the witness of the good life,
prayer, work, and suffering. He dreamed of and then founded Knight of the Immaculata, a religious magazine under
Mary’s protection to preach the Good News to all nations. For the work of publication he established a “City of the
Immaculata”—Niepokalanow—which housed 700 of his Franciscan brothers. He later founded another one in Nagasaki,
Japan. Both the Militia and the magazine ultimately reached the one-million mark in members and subscribers. His love of
God was daily filtered through devotion to Mary.

In 1939, the Nazi panzers overran Poland with deadly speed. Niepokalanow was severely bombed. Kolbe and his friars
were arrested, then released in less than three months, on the feast of the Immaculate Conception.

In 1941, Fr. Kolbe was arrested again. The Nazis’ purpose was to liquidate the select ones, the leaders. The end came
quickly, three months later in Auschwitz, after terrible beatings and humiliations.
A prisoner had escaped. The commandant announced that 10 men would die. He relished walking along the ranks. “This
one. That one.”

As they were being marched away to the starvation bunkers, Number 16670 dared to step from the line.
“I would like to take that man’s place. He has a wife and children.”
“Who are you?”
“A priest.”

No name, no mention of fame. Silence. The commandant, dumbfounded, perhaps with a fleeting thought of history,
kicked Sergeant Francis Gajowniczek out of line and ordered Fr. Kolbe to go with the nine. In the “block of death” they
were ordered to strip naked, and their slow starvation began in darkness. But there was no screaming—the prisoners
sang. By the eve of the Assumption, four were left alive. The jailer came to finish Kolbe off as he sat in a corner praying.
He lifted his fleshless arm to receive the bite of the hypodermic needle. It was filled with carbolic acid. They burned his
body with all the others. Fr. Kolbe was beatified in 1971 and canonized in 1982.

REFLECTION
Father Kolbe’s death was not a sudden, last-minute act of heroism. His whole life had been a preparation. His holiness
was a limitless, passionate desire to convert the whole world to God. And his beloved Immaculata was his inspiration.

SAINT MAXIMILIAN MARY KOLBE IS A PATRON SAINT OF:
Addicts
Recovery from drug addiction



HEALING THOUGHTS

The following members of our Parish, or loved ones of our Parishioners are now or recently have
been in the hospital. May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and return them to their families
in perfect health: 

Allan Beam, Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl), Mark Broich (brother of Marita Grebl), Ron
Coniglio, Becky English, Deacon Paul & Jackie Eubanks, Betty Gentile, Warren Hadley, Ed Hahn, Larry
Hahn, Donna Hansen, Penny Julian, Ken Knott (uncle of Carrie Kaczmarek), Cheryl Koziel (daughter of
Jackie Peroutka), Cookie Lane, Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Suzanne Mertlik, Ender Pitman, Bailey Pofahl,
Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie Hadley), Butch Skradis, Oliver Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer, Betty
Stilmock, Evelyn Vogler, and Brian Walters. 

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care centers or homebound: 

Mary Ann Barrett, Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dee Clap, Dcn. Jason Dorwart 
Patty Dworak, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall, Dorothy Kazor, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix, 
Joanne Leutzinger, Pat Makara, Darlene McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Dolores Noonan, Larry Petersen,  
Shirley Stodolka, Rita Tomes, and Richard Van Sant.  

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently serving our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker, Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers,
Ty Campbell, Dane Flott, Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel Homan, Suzie Homan,
Branden Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lokamas, Tyler Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike
Pihlgren, Timothy Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh Stumpf, Jim White, 
and Eli Wyskowski.



MINISTRY

Deacon: Al Aulner 
Sacristan: Terri Aulner
Lector: Marie Savine
EMHC: Kim Tweedy & Fran McLaughlin
Altar Server: Thor Hunziker
Gift Bearers: Melissa Morford
Greeter: Ann Thompson/Geri Wilson 

Deacon: Tom Schulte
Sacristan: Johna Belling
Lector: Spencer Cohorst
EMHC: Mike Siedlik & Rita Graybill
Altar Server: Mark Mapes 
Gift Bearers: Ken and Dorie Morong
Greeter: Marie Savine & Tom Dorwart



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

We are getting ready for this year’s Parish
Religious Education (PRE), Family of Faith
Classes. For those of you that have already
registered for this year’s program, your family
will be receiving an email soon. 

If you are new to the program and would like
some information, please call the 
St. Bernadette Parish Office at 402-731-4694.  

Remember that the Family of Faith program is
not just for your child but for you as well. 

I really want to feel his fire,
Already all a-blaze;
It lifts me up so very higher,
To live in grace-filled days.

- Father Phil Flott



IMPORTANT REMINDERS

Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our Family” brand cans, boxes
and bottles AND the Family Fare Store Receipts from your total
purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish.

HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:
For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC barcodes collected, our
parish can earn $25. In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your
Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, simply by collecting $150,000
in eligible receipts. That sounds like a lot to collect but when we have
a lot of families helping, we can get there easily.
Please participate in this simple fundraiser and encourage your
friends and family to help too.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BARCODES & RECEIPTS!



DON & MILLIE'S DAY

Grab your family and friends and join us at Don & Millie’s
anytime between 11:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on July 18th.
Twenty percent (20%) of every dollar spent on great food
and drinks will go right back to Holy Ghost parish!
Drive-thru or Dine-In at 84th & “Q” Streets location.
Please tell the cashier you are supporting Holy Ghost.

JOIN US ON MONDAY - AUG. 15, 2022



All women are invited to the  
Magnificat-Omaha Fall Brunch, 

September 24 at 9:30 AM

The speaker will be: 

Debra Herbeck
St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic Church 

11802 Pacific Street in Omaha.

SAVE THE DATE!

Debra Herbeck will share the story of her conversion from Judaism to her personal
encounter with Jesus the Messiah and to the Catholic Church. Come and hear
Debra’s joyous message from her many books, including those written with her
husband Peter Herbeck on Hope, Faith and Love. Cost is $20. For reservations & 
more information, visit: www.MagnificatOmaha.org or contact Terri Aulner at 
402-669-9024. Magnificat-Omaha is an archdiocesan-wide Catholic women’s 
organization focused on evangelization.

ABOUT DEBRA HERBECK



Our first Husker Night of the season will be
 Thursday, August 25 at 7:00 p.m. 

The speaker will be: 

Damon Benning 
Enjoy dinner and refreshments from a menu of

delicious food provided by the Men’s Club. 

SAVE THE DATE!

Husker nights are a rich tradition at Holy Ghost going back over 50 years and
are designed to satisfy the appetite of hard core Husker football fans who want
to get insight on the previous week’s game and the inside scoop on plans for
the upcoming game. It is a chance to hear an expert’s point of view and ask
questions about all things Husker football.
Husker Nights start at 7:00pm in the Parish Hall each Thursday following every
Nebraska Football season game through the bowl wrap-up. 

ABOUT HUSKER NIGHTS:



INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN FAITH

Those attending have an opportunity to explore their Christian faith
with others in a casual, friendly setting. 

Each session, we will enjoy a simple meal followed by a video about
the person and teachings of Jesus and then discuss the evening’s topic
in a relaxed and non-threatening atmosphere where no question about
life or God is too simple or too hostile. In the middle of the Alpha
course schedule there is a Friday evening/Saturday retreat. 
There is no charge to attend the Alpha course.

Please contact Deacon Al & Terri Aulner: 
402-734-4557 
or via email at: atjjkms@cox.net 

or Deacon Tom & Kathy Schulte: 
402-731-3599 
or via email: tkschulte10@gmail.com 

The Alpha Course is a practical introduction to the Christian faith. 

The course will meet on Mondays from 6-8:00pm for 12 weeks. 

THE ALPHA COURSE BEGINS ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER:



ST. STAN'S POLISH FESTIVAL



St. Bernadette's Church has a
Rosary every Monday night at
6:30 p.m. 

MONDAY NIGHT ROSARY

Every Monday evening at 6:30 PM
St. Bernadette's Church
7600 S 42nd St, Bellevue, NE 68147

ROSARY SCHEDULE



HOMEBOUND CONNECTION

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

SATURDAYS FROM 4 TO 4:45 P.M.
SUNDAYS BEFORE MASS.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS
AVAILABLE AT HOLY GHOST:

THE HOMEBOUND CONNECTION

If you are interested please contact Carrie at the
parish office (402) 731-3176

The Homebound Connection Ministry is still looking
for a few more volunteers to help keep our
parishioners that are not able to come to Mass
connected with the parish. 



HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE by using the new TAGG
website: TAGG.today. The new site will donate to us without you having to spend an extra
dime. Just do your day to day activities of shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and
use one of the sponsoring businesses signed up with TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s, Jimmy
Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza, Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many more) and TAGG will
donate a portion of each of your purchases to our Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul
Conference!

TAGG is now a website – so you can TAGG on a computer, smartphone, or tablet by
visiting TAGG.today.
You can submit up to 3 images for each receipt (great to capture longer or emailed
receipts!) 
Earn points that can be redeemed for bonus donations, TAGG swag or business rewards!
Search businesses in recent, alphabetical, nearby or popular order. Plus, discover
businesses using the new business directory!
Your phone number is now how you’ll log in! No more having to remember passwords or
log back in. 
View more data in your TAGG history and sort by any field!

    YOU CAN USE TAGG ON ANY DEVICE:

HOLY GHOST/ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE

TAGG 3.0
IS HERE!

https://tagg.today/
https://togetheragreatergood.com/wheretotagg/


FINANCIAL REPORT

HOLY GHOST FINANCIAL SCOREBOARD



TAKE A MOMENT TO LAUGH! 



GOOD NEWS FROM HOLY GHOST!

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS
OR NEWS TO SHARE?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT!
Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about
an important event? Celebrating a special achievement,
a wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child or
grandchildren or another special occasion? 

We want to hear about it so we can share it in our parish
newsletter. Tell us all the details by sending them to:

HOLYGHOSTNEWS@GMAIL.COM 


