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HOLY GHOST PARISH NEWSLETTER
Sunday, July 31, 2022 - 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

MASS TIMES
MON-FRI: 7:00 A.M.
SATURDAY: 5:00 P.M.
SUNDAY: 9:00 A.M.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED FOR LUNCH
NOON TO 1:00 P.M.

HOLY GHOST CHURCH
5219 S. 53RD STREET
OMAHA, NE 68117
402-731-3176

CONFESSIONS
SATURDAY: 4-4:45 P.M.
SUNDAY: BEFORE MASS

In Chapter 12 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus instructs his disciples and the
crowd on how to be ready for the coming judgment. A crowd of many
thousands has gathered to hear Jesus. At first he speaks only to the
disciples, reminding them that it is not persecution they should fear but
the judgment that is coming for all who do not acknowledge the Son of
Man. Suddenly a man in the crowd shouts out to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my
brother to divide the inheritance with me.” He seems to have grown
tired of Jesus speaking only to the disciples. Jesus offers the man no
help. Instead he uses the question to teach what, in light of the coming
judgment, life really consist of.

Jesus tells the crowd a parable. A rich man's lands have yielded more
crops than expected. His response is not to consider how he might
share all the extra food with others but to wonder how he can possibly
store it all. He has what he thinks is a brilliant idea: to tear down his
present barns and build larger ones. Then he will have many things
stored up for years of eating, drinking, and making merry.

“You fool” is God's response to this man because that very night his life
will be taken away. To whom will everything belong then, God asks. The
rich man's world is small, just him and his possessions, and now he
learns that he is to lose his life. What good are his possessions now?
Jesus states the moral of the story. This is how it will be for everyone who
stores up treasure for himself or herself but is not rich in what matters to
God.

Centuries later St. Gregory the Great taught that when we care for the
needs of the poor, we are giving them what is theirs, not ours. We are
not just performing works of mercy; we are paying a debt of justice. Life
does not consist in possessions but in sharing what we possess with
others. The goods of the earth have been given to everyone.

SOURCE: LOYOLA PRESS



WEEKLY
MESSAGE 
F R O M  F A T H E R  P H I L  F L O T T

I AM NEIGHBOR

What is it to be neighbor to someone? To be neighbor is to obey the
commandment the Lord is asking of us. To be neighbor is to love our
fellow men and women. In my life, being neighbor was the example I
received while I was growing up.  

On moving to Nebraska, we didn’t have water at our house. It might
seem an incredible thing now, but when I was a lad, other people
beside my family did not have water either. I recall my eldest brother
walking down the street with those galvanized steel buckets in each
hand and hauling water back to our home. Then, after a while we must
have got to know the neighbor directly next to us. He had a well that we
could see from our yard. Soon we were pumping water from their well
—right next door to us.

I recall exchanges of clothes that we children outgrew. This was from
relatives and friends, in a mutual exchange. We both gave and
received.

And there was gifting of various vegetables, grown in each other’s
gardens. What one person had in excess they would give to friends and
neighbors and relatives. To be neighbor was simply a way of life.

What about being neighbor now that our society is incrementally more
prosperous and doesn’t require such exchanges simply to exist?  

The first thing we need to do is pray for each other, to receive spiritual
goods we so desperately need, in order to reach heaven. I mean, lose
sleep at prayer, even, but pray for each other. We don’t know the
energy some of us have to live through the various trials we put up with.
Sometimes we are in the battle so intense that we run out of energy to
even pray. Let us pray then, for our neighbors. Let us pray not only that
they will be relieved of the burdens they carry around, but let us also
pray that they will receive the Holy Ghost, our godly patron. After all,
that is what God wants to give us.

Fr. Phil Flott



LETTER
FROM THE
EDITOR
I recently had the opportunity to work with some of the local news
videographers up in the Sioux City area. We were doing a story on a new
youth camp near South Sioux City. Each television crew set up their
cameras right next mine. These were young guys and gals, early 20's,
right of college. For two of them, it was their first day on the job. After
years of being the youngest crew member everywhere I went, I realized I
was no young buck anymore. And in that moment, I saw myself in those
young college kids. It reminded me that it has been nearly 18 years since
someone took a chance on me and gave me my first job in the broadcast
journalism industry.

Fresh out of Bryan High. August 2005. 18 years old. Hungry for my first big
break in television. A nearly three-hour interview at WOWT. In the days
following, Jonathan Moore, the production supervisor at the time, called
me up and offered me the job. Production Assistant and Graphic Artist. 
I'll never forget his words: "Welcome to Channel 6." I called my Mom in
tears with the great news. I did something I had dreamed about doing
since I was child: landing a job at the television station I grew up watching.

To say I was young and naive at the time is a big understatement. I made so
many mistakes. SO. MANY. MISTAKES. Forgetting to turn on the mic
during interviews. Forgetting to hit the record button. Forgetting to put an
actual tape in my camera. Forgetting to charge my batteries. Forgetting to
white balance. Bringing back raw video footage to the TV station that was
green and blue. I broke so many cameras that cost more than five or 10
times my salary at the time.

The photo above is me getting ready to head out on the overnight shift.
When most people were turning in for the evening, I was just starting my
day. If breaking news happened overnight, I was there to cover it. But
what you don't see in this photo is a young camera guy who was
depressed and always worried about making the next big mistake. I wish I
could have told the person in this photo to be more patient and kinder to
himself. To enjoy the journey and embrace this time of growth. To
celebrate all my achievements, no matter how big or small they were.

Whenever I feel down or depressed or become too hard on myself, I look
back at old photos like this one and I'm reminded of how far I have really
come. But also aware of how much more there is to learn. To anyone out
there who feels like their batteries are nearly drained and you're ready to
shut everything down. Do not give up. Things may not always turn out the
way you had hoped or planned. We all go through seasons of growth.
Don't just go through life. Grow through life.



SAINT OF 
THE WEEK
SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA’S STORY

The founder of the Jesuits was on his way to military fame and fortune when a
cannon ball shattered his leg. Because there were no books of romance on hand
during his convalescence, Ignatius whiled away the time reading a life of Christ
and lives of the saints. His conscience was deeply touched, and a long, painful
turning to Christ began. Having seen the Mother of God in a vision, he made a
pilgrimage to her shrine at Montserrat near Barcelona. He remained for almost a
year at nearby Manresa, sometimes with the Dominicans, sometimes in a
pauper’s hospice, often in a cave in the hills praying. After a period of great
peace of mind, he went through a harrowing trial of scruples. There was no
comfort in anything—prayer, fasting, sacraments, penance. At length, his peace
of mind returned.

It was during this year of conversion that Ignatius began to write down material
that later became his greatest work, the Spiritual Exercises.
He finally achieved his purpose of going to the Holy Land, but could not remain,
as he planned, because of the hostility of the Turks. Ignatius spent the next 11
years in various European universities, studying with great difficulty, beginning
almost as a child. Like many others, his orthodoxy was questioned; Ignatius was
twice jailed for brief periods.

In 1534, at the age of 43, he and six others—one of whom was Saint Francis
Xavier—vowed to live in poverty and chastity and to go to the Holy Land. If this
became impossible, they vowed to offer themselves to the apostolic service of
the pope. The latter became the only choice. Four years later Ignatius made the
association permanent. The new Society of Jesus was approved by Pope Paul III,
and Ignatius was elected to serve as the first general.

When companions were sent on various missions by the pope, Ignatius
remained in Rome, consolidating the new venture, but still finding time to found
homes for orphans, catechumens, and penitents. He founded the Roman
College, intended to be the model of all other colleges of the Society.
Ignatius was a true mystic. He centered his spiritual life on the essential
foundations of Christianity—the Trinity, Christ, the Eucharist. His spirituality is
expressed in the Jesuit motto, Ad majorem Dei gloriam—“for the greater glory
of God.” In his concept, obedience was to be the prominent virtue, to assure
the effectiveness and mobility of his men. All activity was to be guided by a true
love of the Church and unconditional obedience to the Holy Father, for which
reason all professed members took a fourth vow to go wherever the pope
should send them for the salvation of souls.

REFLECTION
Luther nailed his theses to the church door at Wittenberg in 1517. Seventeen
years later, Ignatius of Loyola founded the Society that was to play so prominent
a part in the Catholic Reformation. He was an implacable foe of Protestantism.
Yet the seeds of ecumenism may be found in his words: “Great care must be
taken to show forth orthodox truth in such a way that if any heretics happen to
be present they may have an example of charity and Christian moderation. No
hard words should be used nor any sort of contempt for their errors be shown.”
One of the greatest ecumenists was the 20th-century German Jesuit, Cardinal
Augustin Bea.



PRAYERS
OF THE FAITHFUL 
P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P A R I S H I O N E R S
I N  Y O U R  T H O U G H T S  &  P R A Y E R S

The following members of our Parish, or loved ones of our
Parishioners are now or recently have been in the hospital.
May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and return them
to their families in perfect health: 

Allan Beam, Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl), Mark
Broich (brother of Marita Grebl), Ron Coniglio, Becky English,
Deacon Paul & Jackie Eubanks, Betty Gentile, Warren Hadley, Ed
Hahn, Larry Hahn, Donna Hansen, Penny Julian, Ken Knott (uncle
of Carrie Kaczmarek), Cheryl Koziel (daughter of Jackie
Peroutka), Cookie Lane, Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Suzanne
Mertlik, Ender Pitman, Bailey Pofahl, Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie
Hadley), Butch Skradis, Oliver Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer 
Betty Stilmock, Evelyn Vogler, and Brian Walters.

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care
centers or homebound: 

Mary Ann Barret, Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dcn.
Jason Dorwart, Patty Dworak, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall, Dorothy
Kazor, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix, Joanne
Leutzinger, Darlene McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Larry Petersen,
John Skocpol, Shirley Stodolka, Rita Tomes, and Richard Van
Sant. 

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently
serving our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker,
Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane
Flott, Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel
Homan, Suzie Homan, Branden Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick
Lokamas, Tyler Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike
Pihlgren, Timothy Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach
Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh Stumpf, Jim White, and Eli Wyskowski.



Mallie Hurlbutt, Jr. passed away Saturday, July
23, 2022 at the age of 83 years. He was born
February 5, 1939 in Bellevue, Nebraska a son of
the late Mallie Sr. and Frances (Seffron)
Hurlbutt. Mallie was proceeded in death by his
wife Karen; and three brothers.

He is survived by wife, Dolores (Dee); children,
Richard Hurlbutt and Jackie (Bob) Lane; three
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren;
four stepchildren and eight step-grandchildren. 

VISITATION was Friday, 10am, with a FUNERAL
at 11am, at the Korisko Larkin Staskiewicz
Funeral Home. Mallie’s stepson, Reverend Ross
Burkhalter presided. 

INTERMENT: 
Evergreen Memorial Park Cemetery.

Mallie Hurlbutt, Jr.
Remembering

Mallie Hurlbutt, Jr.
Feb. 5, 1939 - July 23, 2022 



AUG 6 & AUG 7
LITURGICAL MINISTRY

Saturday, August 6 - 5:00 p.m.
Deacon: Al Aulner
Sacristan: Nellie Hadley
Lector: Michaela Drewel
EMHC: Brian Drewel and Sandy Johnson 
Altar Server: Mark Mapes
Gift Bearer: Andy and Heather Slizoski
Greeter: Marie Savine and Geri Wilson

Sunday, August 7 - 9:00 a.m.
Deacon: NO DEACON
Sacristan: Marie Savine 
Lector: Lacey Merica  
EMHC: Eileen Bullard, Johna Belling, Melissa Murphy
Altar Server: Deb Ray and Ryan Allen
Gift Bearers: Drew and Laura Rivard
Greeter: Joe Luczynski and Mike Siedlik



REMINDERS
BOARD

Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our Family” brand cans, boxes
and bottles AND the Family Fare Store Receipts from your total
purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish.

HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:
For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC barcodes collected, our
parish can earn $25. In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your
Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, simply by collecting $150,000
in eligible receipts. That sounds like a lot to collect but when we have
a lot of families helping, we can get there easily.
Please participate in this simple fundraiser and encourage your
friends and family to help too.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BARCODES & RECEIPTS!

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

SATURDAYS FROM 4 TO 4:45 P.M.
SUNDAYS BEFORE MASS.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS
AVAILABLE AT HOLY GHOST:



Fr. Jeff Mollner (Pastor of St. Bernadette) and members of our Holy
Ghost/St. Bernadette Pastoral Planning Group will host TWO informational
meetings to answer questions about our new Parish Family for all
interested Holy Ghost and St. Bernadette parishioners. 

The meeting will cover the current landscape of our parishes, why we need
to form this new Parish Family, what we are doing to prepare for this
change, and what our goal is – to be a missional church in South Omaha.
These meetings will last no more than an hour.   

PARISHIONER
INFORMATION
MEETINGS

Do you still have questions about the development of our
new PARISH FAMILY with St. Bernadette Parish?

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13th at ST. BERNADETTE’S cafeteria
following the 5:00 pm Mass. 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 14th at HOLY GHOST in the parish hall
following the 9:00 am Mass. 

OUR NEXT MEETING DATES:



Those attending have an opportunity to explore their Christian faith
with others in a casual, friendly setting. 

Each session, we will enjoy a simple meal followed by a video about
the person and teachings of Jesus and then discuss the evening’s topic
in a relaxed and non-threatening atmosphere where no question about
life or God is too simple or too hostile. In the middle of the Alpha
course schedule there is a Friday evening/Saturday retreat. 
There is no charge to attend the Alpha course.

Please contact Deacon Al & Terri Aulner: 
402-734-4557 
or via email at: atjjkms@cox.net 

or Deacon Tom & Kathy Schulte: 
402-731-3599 
or via email: tkschulte10@gmail.com 

The Alpha Course is a practical introduction to the Christian faith. 

The course will meet on Mondays from 6-8:00pm for 12 weeks. 

THE ALPHA COURSE BEGINS ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12th

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER:

ALPHA
COURSE
THE ALPHA COURSE IS BACK!



MONDAY NIGHT
ROSARY

St. Bernadette's Church has a Rosary
every Monday night at 6:30 p.m. 

On August 8th, they are inviting 
Holy Ghost members to come and have
cookies and punch after the Rosary. 

Please join us for this Rosary every
Monday night at St. Bernadette's Church.

7600 S 42nd St, Bellevue, NE 68147

MONDAYS AT 6:30 P.M. 
AT ST. BERNADETTE CHURCH



THE OLIVE BRANCH

Grab your family and friends and join us at Don & Millie’s
anytime between 11:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on July 18th.
Twenty percent (20%) of every dollar spent on great food
and drinks will go right back to Holy Ghost parish!
Drive-thru or Dine-In at 84th & “Q” Streets location.
Please tell the cashier you are supporting Holy Ghost.

JOIN US ON MONDAY - AUG. 15, 2022

DON &
MILLIE'S DAY

C O N N E C T I O N S  M A D E  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T



THE PLANT BOOTH needs plants for the festival. Drop off is Saturday,
August 20th in the rectory garage.

THE SPECIAL RAFFLE BOOTH is seeking donations. The booth has
prizes valued at $100.00 or more such as bikes, electronics, gift cards
etc., They also accept cash donations to purchase prizes. Please drop
off your donations at the rectory during normal business hours. 

PIC-A-TIC BOOTH is looking for donations of new items such as
household items & decor, toys, sports related items, etc., 
They can be dropped off at the church entrances or call 402-917-0274
for pick up. Thank you!

ST. STAN'SST. STAN'S  
POLISHPOLISH  
FESTIVALFESTIVAL  
NEWSNEWS

We are collecting 2 liter bottles of
soda for the Liter Toss. 

THE GROCERY BOOTH volunteer would need to collect grocery donations weekly
after Masses and then organize the groceries into bags for festival day. You will be
responsible for handing the groceries out to winners throughout the day of festival.

THE CAKE BOOTH would require you to collect cake donations the day prior to the
festival and then run the booth the day of the festival.

If you're interested in either of these positions, please contact Kerri Canova at 
402-738-8221 or 402-960-1114. Thank You!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!



We are getting ready for this year’s Parish Religious
Education (PRE), Family of Faith Classes. 

For those of you that have already registered for this year’s
program, your family will be receiving an email soon. 

If you are new to the program and would like some
information, please call the St. Bernadette Parish Office 
at 402-731-4694.  

Remember that the Family of Faith program is not just for
your child but the parents as well. 

ST.BERNADETTE, 
ST. STAN'S & HOLY GHOST
FAITH FORMATION

REGISTER FOR
FAITH FORMATION



HOMEBOUND
CONNECTION
THE HOMEBOUND CONNECTION

If you are interested please contact Carrie at the
parish office (402) 731-3176

The Homebound Connection Ministry is still looking
for a few more volunteers to help keep our
parishioners that are not able to come to Mass
connected with the parish. 

The Covid epidemic that began in 2020 interrupted or altered almost every
facet of our life, including some of the things we took for granted when we
worship at Mass. While we still need to be careful and protect ourselves from
this virus and others, beginning at the Easter Masses we plan to go “Back to the
Future” and bring back the practice of gifts being brought up to the altar by
Gift Bearers at the offertory and the offering being collected by Ushers. 

Many of you once served in these two ministries and we now are looking for
volunteers from our parish family to serve again as Gift Bearers and Ushers.
Please prayerfully consider if you will help in either of these ministries and email
Kathy Schulte: tkschulte10@gmail.com or call her at: 402-731-3599. 

THE NEED FOR GIFT BEARERS & USHERS

mailto:tkschulte1@cox.net


HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE by using the new TAGG
website: TAGG.today. The new site will donate to us without you having to spend an extra
dime. Just do your day to day activities of shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and
use one of the sponsoring businesses signed up with TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s, Jimmy
Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza, Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many more) and TAGG will
donate a portion of each of your purchases to our Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul
Conference!

TAGG is now a website – so you can TAGG on a computer, smartphone, or tablet by
visiting TAGG.today.
You can submit up to 3 images for each receipt (great to capture longer or emailed
receipts!) 
Earn points that can be redeemed for bonus donations, TAGG swag or business rewards!
Search businesses in recent, alphabetical, nearby or popular order. Plus, discover
businesses using the new business directory!
Your phone number is now how you’ll log in! No more having to remember passwords or
log back in. 
View more data in your TAGG history and sort by any field!

    YOU CAN USE TAGG ON ANY DEVICE:

TAGG 3.0
IS HERE!

HOLY GHOST/ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE

https://tagg.today/
https://togetheragreatergood.com/wheretotagg/


THE OLIVE BRANCH

HOLY GHOST
FINANCIAL REPORT

C O N N E C T I O N S  M A D E  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T



THE 
FUNNIES! 



Bible Trivia Crossword





THE OLIVE BRANCH

SUBMIT YOUR
GOOD NEWS!

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS
OR NEWS TO SHARE?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT!
Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about
an important event? Celebrating a special achievement,
a wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child or
grandchildren or another special occasion? 

We want to hear about it so we can share it in our parish
newsletter. Tell us all the details by sending them to:

HOLYGHOSTNEWS@GMAIL.COM 

C O N N E C T I O N S  M A D E  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T


