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HOLY GHOST PARISH NEWSLETTER
Sunday, June 19, 2022 - Father's Day

MASS TIMES
MON-FRI: 7:00 A.M.
SATURDAY: 5:00 P.M.
SUNDAY: 9:00 A.M.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED FOR LUNCH
NOON TO 1:00 P.M.

HOLY GHOST CHURCH
5219 S. 53RD STREET
OMAHA, NE 68117
402-731-3176

CONFESSIONS
SATURDAY: 4-4:45 P.M.
SUNDAY: BEFORE MASS

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ is also
known as the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, which translates from
Latin to "Body of Christ." This feast originated in France in the
midthirteenth century and was extended to the whole Church by
Pope Urban IV in 1264. This feast is celebrated on the Thursday
following the Trinity Sunday or, on the Sunday following that
feast.

This feast calls us to focus on two manifestations of the Body of
Christ, the Holy Eucharist and the Church. The primary purpose
of this feast is to focus our attention on the Eucharist. The
opening prayer at Mass calls our attention to Jesus' suffering and
death and our worship of Him, especially in the Eucharist.

At every Mass our attention is called to the Eucharist and the Real
Presence of Christ in it. The secondary focus of this feast is upon
the Body of Christ as it is present in the Church. The Church is
called the Body of Christ because of the intimate communion
which Jesus shares with his disciples. He expresses this in the
gospels by using the metaphor of a body in which He is the head.
This image helps keep in focus both the unity and the diversity of
the Church.

The Feast of Corpus Christi is commonly used as an opportunity
for public Eucharistic processions, which serves as a sign of
common faith and adoration. Our worship of Jesus in His Body
and Blood calls us to offer to God our Father a pledge of
undivided love and an offering of ourselves to the service of
others.

SOURCE: CATHOLIC NEWS AGENCY



Greetings on this weekend of the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood
of Christ.

The gospel account from St. Luke of the miracle of feeding five thousand
people with a mere five loaves and two fish has been a real test of faith for all
the faithful through the years. If you really pause and contemplate this miracle
it seems so over-the-top. Some scholars have been so resistant to the reality of
the miracle that they have proposed explanations that remove the possibility
of a literal interpretation of the text. The wonder of the miracle is replaced
with flimsy explanations rooted in human sentimentality. But I believe the
power of Jesus and the disciples ability to participate in His power is on full
display in Luke’s account.

Notice that the disciples have no intention of trying to solve the problem of
feeding all the people. They notice the lateness of the day; they recognize the
problem that is at hand and attempt of extract themselves from the problem
by dismissing the crowd and leaving them to fend for themselves. They do not
intend to engage; the problem is simply too big.

Jesus sees the problem too; it has not escaped His attention. Rather than
dismiss the problem Jesus engages it and He calls on His disciples to engage it
as well. Jesus shows that His power is beyond what His disciples can
comprehend. There is no way His followers thought that the food on hand
could feed the crowd. They probably feared a riot might break out when their
insufficient supply of bread and fish was exhausted. Jesus showed that His
power surpassed anything in this limited world. He showed that His followers
could participate in exercising His power If they would follow His commands.
Jesus not only met the need, but He also surpassed all that was needed. He
was extravagant is His outpouring of provisions.

As I look at the happenings of our time, I see some pretty big problems. I see a
post Christian society that has relativism as its new religion. I see a people
who do not recognize the creator but tend to worship the creation. I see a
society that is wiling to deny reality itself and coerce the innocent to do the
same. I see a society that incubates darkened hearts that can inflict great harm
on others. This tells me that there is a great spiritual hunger. There are many
people who have not heard Jesus and have not been fed His Precious Body
and Blood.

It would be easy to see the many challenges of today and not even try to
engage. But Jesus calls us today to “give them some food yourselves”. The
food we have is the witness we give by our lives. Through Him we can be His
witnesses to the truth, and we can bring the Word of God to our families, co-
workers, friends and neighbors. It’s a good place to start!

Deacon Al

WEEKLY
MESSAGE 
F R O M  D E A C O N  A L  A U L N E R



SAINT OF THE
WEEK
VENERABLE MATT TALBOT’S STORY

Matt can be considered the patron of men and women struggling
with alcoholism. He was born in Dublin, where his father worked on
the docks and had a difficult time supporting his family. After a few
years of schooling, Matt obtained work as a messenger for some
liquor merchants; there he began to drink excessively. For 15 years—
until he was almost 30—Matt was an active alcoholic.

One day he decided to take “the pledge” for three months, make a
general confession and begin to attend daily Mass. There is evidence
that Matt’s first seven years after taking the pledge were especially
difficult. Avoiding his former drinking places was hard. He began to
pray as intensely as he used to drink. He also tried to pay back
people from whom he had borrowed or stolen money while he was
drinking.

Most of his life Matt worked as a builder’s laborer. He joined the
Secular Franciscan Order and began a life of strict penance; he
abstained from meat nine months a year. Matt spent hours every
night avidly reading Scripture and the lives of the saints. He prayed
the rosary conscientiously. Though his job did not make him rich,
Matt contributed generously to the missions.

After 1923, Matt's health failed, and he was forced to quit work. He
died on his way to church on Trinity Sunday. Fifty years later, Pope
Paul VI gave Matt Talbot the title venerable. His liturgical feast is
celebrated on June 19.
Reflection

In looking at the life of Matt Talbot, we may easily focus on the later
years when he had stopped drinking for some time and was leading a
penitential life. Only alcoholic men and women who have stopped
drinking can fully appreciate how difficult the earliest years of
sobriety were for Matt.

He had to take one day at a time. So do the rest of us.

VENERABLE MATT TALBOT IS THE PATRON SAINT OF:
Alcoholics
Recovery from Substance Abuse and Addictions
Sobriety



PRAYERS
OF THE FAITHFUL 
P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P A R I S H I O N E R S
I N  Y O U R  T H O U G H T S  &  P R A Y E R S

The following members of our Parish, or loved ones of our
Parishioners are now or recently have been in the hospital.
May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and return them to
their families in perfect health: 

Allan Beam, Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl), Mark Broich
(brother of Marita Grebl), Ron Coniglio, Becky English, Deacon Paul
& Jackie Eubanks, Betty Gentile, Warren Hadley, Ed Hahn, Larry
Hahn, Donna Hansen, Penny Julian, Ken Knott (uncle of 
Carrie Kaczmarek), Cheryl Koziel (daughter of Jackie Peroutka), 
Cookie Lane, Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Suzanne Mertlik, Ender
Pitman, Bailey Pofahl, Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie Hadley), 
Butch Skradis, Oliver Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer 
Betty Stilmock, Evelyn Vogler, Brian Walters and James Promes
(brother of Keith Promes). 

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care
centers or homebound: 

Mary Ann Barret, Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dcn.
Jason Dorwart, Patty Dworak, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall, Dorothy
Kazor, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix, Joanne
Leutzinger, Darlene McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Larry Petersen, John
Skocpol, Shirley Stodolka, Rita Tomes, and Richard Van Sant. 

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently serving
our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker,
Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane Flott,
Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel Homan, Suzie
Homan, Branden Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lokamas, Tyler
Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike Pihlgren, Timothy
Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh
Stumpf, Jim White, and Eli Wyskowski.



JUNE 7, 1955 – JUNE 12, 2022

Larry Petersen was a long-time parishioner who was baptized and received all of his sacraments at Holy
Ghost parish. He was a graduate of Holy Ghost Catholic School and Bryan High School. Life changed for
Larry when he had a motorcycle accident at 17 years of age. The brain damage he suffered caused him to
need some help over the years managing some things that most of us take for granted, but it didn’t stop him
from giving of himself to help others. Over the years he was an active parishioner and an active member of
the St. Vincent de Paul Society and Men’s Club. He helped with visits to the hospital, rosaries for the
homebound and could be seen helping with most activities and fundraisers for the parish. He was a
member of the Men’s Choir and weekly helped Deacon Al Aulner with communion services at the Omaha
Nursing Home. 

Larry passed away at Nebraska Medicine on the evening of Sunday, June 12, 2022, at the age of 67 years.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Frank and Eileen Petersen.

Larry is survived by his siblings Rose (Frank) Jackson, Dave (Lori) Petersen, Tom (Nancy) Petersen, Gina Pady,
and Monica (Fred) Robinson; special friends Deacon Paul Eubanks, Deacon Tom Schulte, and Denny
Costello; many nieces, nephews, family, and friends.

The funeral Mass of Christian Burial was June 16, 2022 at Holy Ghost Catholic Church.

The following is a eulogy reflection from Larry’s sister and caretaker, Rose “Dodi” Jackson that was read at
the funeral.

Before the accident, head injury and endless hospital stays... 
First, he was my brother… in the army hammock out in Grandpa’s yard 
Before accepting how he once was, and again will never be 
First, he was my brother… in the classroom right across the hall 
Before understanding distant stares, seizures and frustration fits 
First, he was my brother… walking to the park to catch a fish 
Before call, after call, after call saying “I remembered one more thing…” 
First, he was my brother… riding a bike, no hands, down the hill 
Before the mixed-up memories and forgotten names 
First, he was my brother… determining what boys could talk to me. 
Before deciding he could no longer live on his own 
First, he was my brother… working at our dad’s church goods store 
Before extreme confusion and oh so many forgotten things 
First, he was my brother…taking me on motorcycle rides 
Before we gathered here today (at the funeral Mass)… 
First, always and forever he is my big brother



JUNE 25 & JUNE 26
LITURGICAL MINISTRY

Saturday, June 25 - 5:00 p.m.
Deacon: Al Aulner 
Sacristan: Terri Aulner
Lector: Michaela Drewel
EMHC: Nellie Hadley and Brian Drewel 
Altar Server: Andrew Baber
Gift Bearer: Kathy Ulrich and (NEED ONE MORE)
Greeter: Pam Nowak and Marie Savine

Sunday, June 26 - 9:00 a.m.
Deacon: Tom Schulte
Sacristan: Marsha Pavel
Lector: Spencer Cohorst
EMHC: Deb Ray and Rita Graybill
Altar Server: Jerry Koraleski
Gift Bearers: Joe and Cindy Ksiazek
Greeter: Mike Siedlik and Geri Wilson



REMINDERS
BOARD

Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our Family” brand cans, boxes
and bottles AND the Family Fare Store Receipts from your total
purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish.

HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:
For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC barcodes collected, our
parish can earn $25. In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your
Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, simply by collecting $150,000
in eligible receipts. That sounds like a lot to collect but when we have
a lot of families helping, we can get there easily.
Please participate in this simple fundraiser and encourage your
friends and family to help too.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BARCODES & RECEIPTS!

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

SATURDAYS FROM 4 TO 4:45 P.M.
SUNDAYS BEFORE MASS.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS
AVAILABLE AT HOLY GHOST:



We will be in the St. Stanislaus Parish School Hall near 41st & J
Street in Omaha. 

Please join us, even if you can only come for an hour or two!
Your help is appreciated! Schedules are available by the
doors of the church. 

For more information, contact Tom at 402-699-8312.

NEVER
UNDERESTIMATE
THE POWER OF THE
PIEROGI... 

PIEROGI-MAKING IS UNDERWAY FOR 
ST. STAN'S AUGUST 21ST POLISH FESTIVAL!



All families that were in PRE last year were emailed a
registration form for next Fall. Please fill this out and return
it back to us so we can get a good count for books for next
year. Also note on the registration form, you have the
option to order the English or Spanish version of the
parent book. We will be ordering books on June 14th.

If you are new to the program and would like information,
please call the Faith Formation Office at 402-731-4694.
Just an FYI, the Family of Faith Program is for not only the
child but the parents as well. 

This will be our third year and our families have learned so
much, this year we will focus on Christian Prayer.

ST. STANISLAUS 
AND HOLY GHOST
FAITH FORMATION

REGISTER FOR FAITH FORMATION



PATRIOTIC
ROSARY

St. Bernadette Parish will be assembling
every Monday night at 6:30 p.m. in the
church.

We will be praying a Patriotic Rosary
through July 4th for our country and the
victims of the mass shootings.

PLEASE JOIN US!

MONDAYS AT 6:30 P.M. 
AT ST. BERNADETTE CHURCH



HOMEBOUND
CONNECTION
THE HOMEBOUND CONNECTION

If you are interested please contact Carrie at the
parish office (402) 731-3176

The Homebound Connection Ministry is still looking
for a few more volunteers to help keep our
parishioners that are not able to come to Mass
connected with the parish. 

The Covid epidemic that began in 2020 interrupted or altered almost every
facet of our life, including some of the things we took for granted when we
worship at Mass. While we still need to be careful and protect ourselves from
this virus and others, beginning at the Easter Masses we plan to go “Back to the
Future” and bring back the practice of gifts being brought up to the altar by
Gift Bearers at the offertory and the offering being collected by Ushers. 

Many of you once served in these two ministries and we now are looking for
volunteers from our parish family to serve again as Gift Bearers and Ushers.
Please prayerfully consider if you will help in either of these ministries and email
Kathy Schulte: tkschulte1@cox.net or call her at: 402-731-3599. 

THE NEED FOR GIFT BEARERS & USHERS

mailto:tkschulte1@cox.net


THE OLIVE BRANCH

Grab your family and friends and join us at Don & Millie’s
anytime between 11:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on Monday,
June 20th. 
Twenty percent (20%) of every dollar spent on great
food and drinks will go right back to Holy Ghost parish!
Drive-thru or Dine-In at 84th & “Q” Streets location.

DON & MILLIE'S DAY - JUNE 20TH

DON &
MILLIE'S DAY

C O N N E C T I O N S  M A D E  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T



Pre-Covid we had 18 youth Altar Servers; now we have 2.
We had 5 adult Altar Servers; now we have 3. We used to
have 2 or 3 servers at each Mass (which we should) and
now we have just 1. Serving at the altar is an important
liturgical ministry in the Catholic Church and very
rewarding for those who give their time and talent to it. 

Having only 5 Altar Servers (2 youth and 3 adult) to cover all
the monthly Masses not only makes scheduling difficult, it
also is putting a load on those 5 people who are scheduled
for multiple Masses each month.   

WE NEED YOU … BOTH ADULTS AND YOUTH 5TH GRADE
THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL! Please pray about and say
“yes” to becoming part of this important ministry at Mass.
We will take time to provide the training you need to feel
comfortable as an Altar Server.  

ADULT AND YOUTH ALTAR
SERVERS NEEDED!



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH DINNER

Saturday, June 25, 2022.
St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic Church, 11802 Pacific Street in Omaha.
Brunch: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Sonja Corbitt. 

Sonja Corbitt is a Catholic author and speaker who has produced
several multimedia Bible studies, including, Unleashed, Fearless, Ignite,
and Fulfilled, with the LOVE the Word Bible study method. She is a
Carolina native who was raised as a Southern Baptist. She converted to
Catholicism and served as director of religious education at St. John
Vianney Catholic Church in Gallatin, Tennessee, and as executive
director of Risen Radio in Lebanon, Tennessee. Sonja is the host of the
Bible Study Evangelista Show. She is a columnist at The Great Adventure
Bible Study blog and a contributor to the Magnificat Mass publication.
Her Bible study, Unleashed, was featured as a thirteen-part series on
Catholic TV. A riveting guest on Catholic radio and television, she also
wrote for the Gallatin News Examiner and Oremus, the Westminster
Cathedral magazine. She lives in Tennessee with her husband, Bob,
with whom she home-schools two sons. 

Reservations are required. Please make your reservation early as seating is
limited and will close when filled. The cost is $20.00 and includes brunch. 
Register and pay at our website: www.MagnificatOmaha.org 
Or Call Terri Aulner at: 402-669-9024.

All Women are Invited to a Brunch Sponsored by the Omaha Chapter of
Magnificat Omaha, a ministry to Catholic women. 

MAGNIFICAT
OMAHA BRUNCH

SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2022

GUEST SPEAKER: SONJA CORBITT



HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE by using the new TAGG
website: TAGG.today. The new site will donate to us without you having to spend an extra
dime. Just do your day to day activities of shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and
use one of the sponsoring businesses signed up with TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s, Jimmy
Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza, Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many more) and TAGG will
donate a portion of each of your purchases to our Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul
Conference!

TAGG is now a website – so you can TAGG on a computer, smartphone, or tablet by
visiting TAGG.today.
You can submit up to 3 images for each receipt (great to capture longer or emailed
receipts!) 
Earn points that can be redeemed for bonus donations, TAGG swag or business rewards!
Search businesses in recent, alphabetical, nearby or popular order. Plus, discover
businesses using the new business directory!
Your phone number is now how you’ll log in! No more having to remember passwords or
log back in. 
View more data in your TAGG history and sort by any field!

    YOU CAN USE TAGG ON ANY DEVICE:

TAGG 3.0
IS HERE!

HOLY GHOST/ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE

https://tagg.today/
https://togetheragreatergood.com/wheretotagg/


FINANCIAL
REPORT

2021-2022 ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL

HOLY GHOST FINANCIAL SCOREBOARD

HOLY GHOST ST. STANS

GOAL

COMMITMENTS

% OF GOAL

$14,190

$17,811

125.5%

$13,278

$12,805

97.7%



SUBMIT 
YOUR GOOD NEWS!

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS
OR NEWS TO SHARE?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT!

Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about
an important event? Celebrating a special achievement,
a wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child or
grandchildren or another special occasion? 

We want to hear about it so we can share it in our parish
newsletter. Tell us all the details by sending them to:

HOLYGHOSTNEWS@GMAIL.COM 

THE OLIVE BRANCH
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