
THE 
OLIVE 
BRANCH
C O N N E C T I O N S  M A D E  T H R O U G H  C H R I S T

HOLY GHOST PARISH NEWSLETTER
Sunday, February 6, 2022

MASS TIMES
MON-FRI: 7:00 A.M.
SATURDAY: 5:00 P.M.
SUNDAY: 9:00 A.M.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED FOR LUNCH
NOON TO 1:00 P.M.

HOLY GHOST CHURCH
5219 S. 53RD STREET
OMAHA, NE 68117
402-731-3176

CONFESSIONS
SATURDAY: 4-4:45 P.M.
SUNDAY: BEFORE MASS

Prepare a fish dinner and discuss what it means to be
"Fishers of Men." Ask your children if this just applies to
priests or if they can also "fish" for men.
Say a prayer for the Holy Father.

After Jesus had finished speaking, he said to Simon Peter,
"Put out into the deep water and lower your nets for a catch!"
The Holy Father proposed Jesus' imperative "Put out into the
deep water" as the motto of the Church. He did this because
so often we in the Church today can feel that we're in Peter's
shoes. In many areas of life, but particularly in our
discipleship, we can work so hard and seem to have so little
to show for it. We're called, like Peter, Andrew, James and
John to leave behind whatever might keep us from the Lord
and follow him, being sent out into the deep water of the
world to fish for souls. We're called, like St. Paul, to "work
harder than any" of the rest, because of the Lord's great
mercy, love and trust in calling us and sending us. 

This Sunday's Gospel is a reading from St. Luke (Lk 5:1-11).
How the wisdom of God differs from the wisdom of men! If a
businessman of today (or even of the year 28 A.D.) were
choosing a chairman and assistants for the world-wide
enterprise he was about to set up, is it likely that he would
choose them from among the unknown, unlettered fishermen
of Galilee? Yet Christ, who was about to set up not only a
world-wide institute but an everlasting one, chose these
simple fishermen and made them his assistants and his
successors in the work that he had taken in hand.

THINGS TO DO:



WEEKLY
MESSAGE 
F R O M  D E A C O N  P A U L  E U B A N K S

Hello everyone, it's Deacon Paul and Jackie. We hope and pray that all
of you are in good health physically and spiritually. Deacon Schulte
wrote a wonderful reflection in last week's Olive Branch. You know
most of us have curtailed our travels so as to be cautious of covid. We
must tell you this pandemic is driving Jackie and I "nuts" from staying
home most of the time. I read an article in the Omaha World-Herald in
which a lady commented about a person who quit going to church
because they did not feel accepted by the pastor and some of the
parishioners. Here is what the person said in the article. "Many in the
U.S. have no religion," Mrs. Charles did not feel welcome at church.
Please do not hold this against Jesus. His love still remains,
unconditionally, a love that offers Salvation, forgiveness of one's sins.
It's a love that if truly accepted, will change you. Once again, do not
reject Christ because of how people act. Some are true believers and
some are not true believers. There is no excuse for rejecting Christ." 

In the end, we won't be able to blame others. Christ is offering Himself
to all of us. I guess the question is, will we truly trust Him? We are all
human, some with more intelligence and degrees than others. We
must treat each other with respect, kindness, and never think we are
better than our neighbor or those we care for. Have you ever
embraced someone who stands limp and lifeless (of course not now
with covid) but if you embrace someone who holds you tight, it seems
you want to endear that person more than the limp one. I don't quote
the Bible much, because I don't feel qualified, but I think somewhere it
stated 'woe to those who mislead anyone away from me." They would
be better off at the bottom of the ocean (sea) with a millstone around
their necks!

Jesus came to find the forgotten, the sinner, He rejoices over one of
them more than the righteous ones. I guess what I am ranting about is:
the way some folks in all religious faiths, put themselves on a pedestal
and don't pastorally treat their fellow human beings with love and
compassion. It's sad and demoralizing, not only in our Faith life but all
of our society. Businesses, sports, government, every facet of living.
Please be kind, accept each other, help someone who needs help to
overcome bad habits. There's a way to do this without being
demanding - be cordial. We love you all. Keep Christ as #1 in all you
do. Throw envy and jealousy out the window. Let Jesus be your guide.
Like the saying goes: What would Jesus do? 

Love to all,
Deacon Paul and Jackie Eubanks



SAINT OF
THE WEEK
Saint Paul Miki and Companions' Story

Nagasaki, Japan, is familiar to Americans as the city on which the
second atomic bomb was dropped, immediately killing over
37,000 people. Three and a half centuries before, 26 martyrs of
Japan were crucified on a hill, now known as the Holy Mountain,
overlooking Nagasaki. Among them were priests, brothers, and
laymen, Franciscans, Jesuits, and members of the Secular
Franciscan Order; there were catechists, doctors, simple artisans,
and servants, old men and innocent children—all united in a
common faith and love for Jesus and his Church.

Brother Paul Miki, a Jesuit and a native of Japan, has become the
best known among the martyrs of Japan. While hanging upon a
cross, Paul Miki preached to the people gathered for the
execution: “The sentence of judgment says these men came to
Japan from the Philippines, but I did not come from any other
country. I am a true Japanese. The only reason for my being killed
is that I have taught the doctrine of Christ. I certainly did teach the
doctrine of Christ. I thank God it is for this reason I die. I believe
that I am telling only the truth before I die. I know you believe me
and I want to say to you all once again: Ask Christ to help you to
become happy. I obey Christ. After Christ’s example I forgive my
persecutors. I do not hate them. I ask God to have pity on all, and
I hope my blood will fall on my fellow men as a fruitful rain.”

When missionaries returned to Japan in the 1860s, at first they
found no trace of Christianity. But after establishing themselves
they found that thousands of Christians lived around Nagasaki
and that they had secretly preserved the faith. Beatified in 1627,
the martyrs of Japan were finally canonized in 1862.

Reflection
Today, a new era has come for the Church in Japan. Although the
number of Catholics is not large, the Church is respected and has
total religious freedom. The spread of Christianity in the Far East
is slow and difficult. Faith such as that of the 26 martyrs is needed
today as much as in 1597.



PRAYERS
OF THE FAITHFUL 
P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P A R I S H I O N E R S
I N  Y O U R  T H O U G H T S  &  P R A Y E R S

The following members of our Parish, or loved ones of our
Parishioners are now or recently have been in the hospital.
May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and return them
to their families in perfect health: 

George Balkus, Mary Ann Barrett, Allan Beam, Michael Bednarz
(brother of Jane Kain), Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl),
Mark Broich (brother of Marita Grebl), Carol Cheloha, Ron
Coniglio, Becky English, Deacon Paul and Jackie Eubanks, Warren
Hadley, Ed Hahn, Larry Hahn, Donna Hansen, Penny Julian, Ken
Knott (uncle of Carrie Kaczmarek), Cheryl Koziel (daughter of
Jackie Peroutka), Cookie Lane, Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Kristine
Makara, Mike Makara, Pat Makara, Pat Matukewicz, Suzanne
Mertlik, Ender Pitman, Bailey Pofahl, Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie
Hadley), Oliver Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer, Betty Stilmock, Rita
Tomes, Brenda Tylkowski, Evelyn Vogler, Brian Walters and Tony
Widhalm.

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care
centers or homebound: 

Mary Ann Barret, Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dcn.
Jason Dorwart, Patty Dworak, Grant Flott, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall,
Dorothy Kazor, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix,
Joanne Leutzinger, Darlene McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Larry
Petersen, John Skocpol, Shirley Stodolka, and Richard Van Sant. 

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently serving
our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker,
Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane Flott,
Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel Homan,
Suzie Homan, Branden Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lokamas,
Tyler Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike Pihlgren, Timothy
Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh
Stumpf, Jim White, and Eli Wyskowski.



Sunday-9:00AM
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. Sanderson 
& Al Aulner 
Sacristan: 
Terri Aulner
Lector: 
Deb Ray
EMHC: 
Kim Tweedy
Altar Server: 
SERVER NEEDED
Greeters: 
Marie Savine 
& Annette Jordan

Saturday-5:00PM
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. Sanderson 
& Tom Schulte
Sacristan: 
Nellie Hadley
Lector: 
Cindy Nowak
EMHC: 
Keith Promes
Altar Server: 
Mark Mapes 
Greeters: 
Pam Nowak 

MASS SCHEDULE FOR FEB 12-13



PARISHIONERS OF HOLY GHOST AND ST. STANISLAUS,

There are currently 35 students in our combined Religious Education Program
and St. Bernadette School that are preparing to receive their Confirmation on
April 8, 2022.

As these students continue on this journey, we are asking parishioners to pray
for them. If you would like the name of one of the students to pray for, please
contact Sue Reed via email at sreedstb@gmail.com or phone at 402-731-4694. 

If you request a name it is encouraged that you not only pray daily for this
student but you are also being asked to give them a greeting card for their
Confirmation Day. More information about the card and drop off, will be sent
out as their Confirmation Day draws closer.

Please prayerfully consider praying for of one of these students.

FEBRUARY SCHEDULE
9th: First Communion & Confirmation Classes 6:15-7:30
16th: First Communion & Confirmation Classes 6:15-7:30
23rd: Parent Theology Night 6:15-7:30

Reach out to Mitzi or Sue with any questions: (402) 731-4694 or dre@holyghostomaha.org

mailto:sreedstb@gmail.com


Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our Family” brand cans, boxes
and bottles AND the Family Fare Store Receipts from your total
purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish.

HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:
For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC barcodes collected, our
parish can earn $25. In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your
Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, simply by collecting $150,000
in eligible receipts. That sounds like a lot to collect but when we have
a lot of families helping, we can get there easily.
Please participate in this simple fundraiser and encourage your
friends and family to help too.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BARCODES & RECEIPTS!

SATURDAYS FROM 4 TO 4:45 P.M.
SUNDAYS BEFORE MASS.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS
AVAILABLE AT HOLY GHOST:



MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!
Holy Ghost's GAME ON! Event is now scheduled for
Saturday, April 30, 2022! We hope conditions will
be more favorable around then for us to gather and

have a fun at the best party in town!
Thanks for your continued support and we hope to

see you there!



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH DINNER

Grab your family and friends and join us at Don & Millie’s!
anytime between 11:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m. on Feb. 21st. 
Twenty percent (20%) of every dollar spent on great food
and drinks will go right back to Holy Ghost parish!
Drive-thru or Dine-In at 84th & “Q” Streets location.

DON & MILLIE'S DAY - FEB. 21ST



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH DINNER

Saturday, June 25, 2022.
St. Robert Bellarmine Catholic Church, 11802 Pacific Street in Omaha.
Brunch: 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Guest Speaker: Sonja Corbitt. 

Sonja Corbitt is a Catholic author and speaker who has produced
several multimedia Bible studies, including, Unleashed, Fearless, Ignite,
and Fulfilled, with the LOVE the Word Bible study method. She is a
Carolina native who was raised as a Southern Baptist. She converted to
Catholicism and served as director of religious education at St. John
Vianney Catholic Church in Gallatin, Tennessee, and as executive
director of Risen Radio in Lebanon, Tennessee. Sonja is the host of the
Bible Study Evangelista Show. She is a columnist at The Great Adventure
Bible Study blog and a contributor to the Magnificat Mass publication.
Her Bible study, Unleashed, was featured as a thirteen-part series on
Catholic TV. A riveting guest on Catholic radio and television, she also
wrote for the Gallatin News Examiner and Oremus, the Westminster
Cathedral magazine. She lives in Tennessee with her husband, Bob,
with whom she home-schools two sons. 

Reservations are required. Please make your reservation early as seating is
limited and will close when filled. The cost is $20.00 and includes brunch. 
Register and pay at our website: www.MagnificatOmaha.org 
Or Call Terri Aulner at: 402-669-9024.

All Women are Invited to a Brunch Sponsored by the Omaha Chapter of
Magnificat Omaha, a ministry to Catholic women. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 25, 2022



The Grieving with Great Hope Workshop offered by Catholic
Cemeteries is a path through grieving after the death of a loved one.
We connect people with other people on the same path, not
necessarily the same journey. There are no stages to grief on this
journey, everyone experiences loss in their own way. It is with
prayerful reflection, practical learning and personal fellowship we
learn to continue this journey in life after the loss of a spouse, child,
parent, sibling, grandchild or friend.
Please come join us at St. Cecelia Cathedral’s Monsignor Graham
building on Tuesday evenings through March 8th at 6:30 PM.
Space is limited so please call or email Deacon Jim Tardy, 402-391-
3711 or jtardy@catholiccem.com.

Grieving with Great Hope Workshop

Holy Ghost will offer a Bible Study that will begin on Wednesday, February
23rd and continue through Wednesday, April 27th. The Study will be on
St. Paul's Letter to the Ephesians. 
We will meet in the Social Hall and the Study will begin at 7pm. Please
come and join us as we learn from one of St. Paul's most moving Epistles.
There is no cost for this Study. To register please contact Deacon Al Aulner
at 402-669-1714 or contact the Parish Office.

mailto:jtardy@catholiccem.com


HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE by using a free TAGG mobile
app that will donate to us without you having to spend an extra dime. Just do your day to day
activities of shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and use one of the sponsoring
businesses signed up with TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s, Jimmy Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza,
Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many more) and TAGG will donate a portion of each of your
purchases to our Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference!

Download the free ‘Together A Greater Good’ app – Browse through all the sponsoring
businesses who will donate a portion of each of your purchases and do your shopping at one
of them. 
“TAGG” your purchases for donation by simply Choosing Holy Ghost Church St. Vincent de
Paul Conference and then Select the sponsoring business you just shopped at. 
Snap a photo of your receipt – DONE! The business will donate a percentage of your total
receipt to the Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference, at no extra cost to you!
GET YOUR TAGG APP DOWNLOADED TODAY AND LET’S ALL PITCH IN TO HELP OUR HOLY
GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE IN THEIR MINISTRY TO THOSE IN NEED.

    HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:

HOLY GHOST/ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE



HOLY GHOST FINANCIAL SCOREBOARD

Our gifts to the 2021-2022 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal bear witness to God's love at work
in our lives. Holy Ghost’s goal is $14,190 and we are pleased to share that we are at $14,691
with 88 total donors out of 361 households and 103.53% of our goal being met.  Thank you
to all those at our parish who have responded so generously to Archbishop Lucas' invitation
to join him in the work of equipping disciples and living mercy. Please prayerfully consider
supporting this year’s Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. 



DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS
OR NEWS TO SHARE?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT!

Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about
an important event? Celebrating a special achievement,
a wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child or
grandchildren or another special occasion? 

We want to hear about it so we can share it in our parish
newsletter. Tell us all the details by sending them to:

HOLYGHOSTNEWS@GMAIL.COM 
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