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MASS TIMES
MON-FRI: 7:00 A.M.
SATURDAY: 5:00 P.M.
SUNDAY: 9:00 A.M.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED FOR LUNCH
NOON TO 1:00 P.M.

HOLY GHOST CHURCH
5219 S. 53RD STREET
OMAHA, NE 68117
402-731-3176

CONFESSIONS
SATURDAY: 4-4:45 P.M.
SUNDAY: BEFORE MASS

The mystery of Christ’s baptism in the Jordan by St.
John, the Precursor, proposes the contemplation of an
already adult Jesus. This mystery is infinitely linked to
the Solemnities of the Lord’s birth and the Epiphany that
we have just celebrated, as in some ways it takes up and
represents their significance to us.

At Christmas we have contemplated the human birth of
the Word incarnate by the Virgin Mary. In the 4th
century, the Fathers of the Church deepened the
understanding of the faith with regard to the Christmas
mystery in the light of Jesus’ Humanity. They spoke of
the Incarnation of the Word already working like the
‘Christification’ of that humanity that he had assumed
from His mother. Or put in simpler terms: Jesus is the
Christ from the first instant of conception in Mary’s
spotless womb because He Himself, with His Divine
Power, consecrated, anointed and ‘Christified’ that
human nature with which He became incarnate.

In the mystery of the Epiphany, we then meditated on
Christ’s manifestation to all nations that was
represented by the Magi, the wise men from the East,
who came to adore the Child.

(Continued on the next page....)
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Now, in the mystery of Christ’s Baptism in the Jordan River, we again
encounter and represent the truth of the Lord’s incarnation and His
manifestation as the Christ. Jesus’ Baptism is in fact His definitive
manifestation as the Messiah or Christ to Israel, and as the Son of the
Father to the entire world. Here we find the dimension of the Epiphany
which was His manifestation to all nations. The Father’s voice from
heaven shows that Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal Son and the descent
of the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove shows the Trinitarian nature of the
Christian God. The true and unique God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
shows Himself in Christ, through Him, with Him and in Him.

The Baptism in the Jordan returns to the great Christmas theme of
‘Christification,’ Jesus of Nazareth's spiritual anointing, His presentation
as the Anointed One par excellence, the Messiah or the One sent by the
Father for the salvation of mankind. The Spirit that descended on Jesus
shows and seals in an incontrovertible way the ‘Christification’ of Jesus’
humanity that the Word had already fulfilled from the first moment of
His miraculous conception by Mary. Jesus, from the very beginning, was
always the Lord’s Christ, He was always God. Yet, His one, true
humanity, that which is perfect in every way, as the Gospel records,
constantly grew in natural and supernatural perfection. ‘And Jesus
increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour with God and with men’
(Lk2:52). In Israel at 30 years of age, one reached full maturity and
therefore could become a master. Jesus came of age and the Spirit,
descending and remaining on Him, definitively consecrated His whole
being as the Christ.

The same Spirit, that descended on the water of the River Jordan wafted
over the waters during the first creation (Gen 1:2). Therefore, the
Baptism in the Jordan presents yet another truth: that Jesus has started a
new creation. He is the second man (1 Cor 15:47) or the last Adam (1
Cor 15:45), that comes to repair the first Adam’s guilt. He does this as
the Lamb of God that takes away our sins. 

‘Looking at the events in light of the Cross and Resurrection, the Christian
people realised what happened: Jesus loaded the burden of all
mankind’s guilt upon His shoulders; he bore it down into the depths of
the Jordan. He inaugurated his public activity by stepping into the place
of sinners’ (Joseph Ratzinger, Jesus of Nazareth, Bloomsbury 2007, p 18).
--Excerpted from the Congregation for the Clergy

http://www.clerus.org/


WEEKLY
MESSAGE 
F R O M  D E A C O N  P A U L  E U B A N K S

Hello everyone, it's Deacon Paul and Jackie again. This month I want to jump
back and forth, up and down with what we share with you. We were
watching a Country Music Christmas program on television. A song was sang
about "missing your Christmas smile." Yeah it's been a while. It made us
think of missing all of your warm, loving smiles we share at Mass. We love
and miss all of you! 

This prompted Jackie and I to share some memories of our childhood at
Christmastime. Here are a few of them. Jackie shared how every Christmas
Eve they would gather as a family and exchange gifts; there was an older
neighbor man who would dress as Santa Claus and come and hand out their
gifts to each other. Christmas is very special to us as that's the night we
became engaged 57 years ago. Oh! Our Dear God shined His light on us
and every year that light become a little brighter! 

All the years we've been married, I never showed much about my
Christmases; because they weren't the happy, joyous times that most
children enjoy. I was eight years old and broke some laws and was taken to
the Juvenile Home for shoplifting. Mainly clothes. I would go into detail, but
it would be as long as a chapter in a book. Anyway, it was around 10 p.m.
when my friend and I arrived at the Home. The first thing they did was
shower us. During the shower, it was determined that I had a rash called
Scabies. They doused me with a fluid that smelled like strong vinegar. Then I
was taken and locked in a room by myself. I awoke Christmas morning by the
sound of children playing and screaming in the snow outside my second
floor window. Oh! how I wished I was at home. As poor as we were, there
was no place like home. The uncertainty in a child's life was overwhelming
for me so I sat and cried my eyes out. When Jackie and I started our own
family, we swore our children would learn to know the real meaning of
Christmas and hopefully we did. 

Boys Town was my saving hope for life! Myself and some other boys were
chosen to play Angels during a Midnight Mass when I was 11 years old. The
Mass was aired throughout the country. My Mom didn't own a television set,
but she made sure she watched that program - a cousin who owned a TV had
all the family members over to watch. What a Blessing! So, you see, there are
sad times and glorious, happy times. Have Faith, God will lead you where
you need to be. Just live the old adage: Here I am Lord. I (we) have you with
all our Hearts and Souls. Jackie and myself are asking our loving God to be
with you always; and for each of you to accept whatever life you have and do
the best you can with what you have. May 2022 bring you health and
happiness. 

Love to all, 
Deacon Paul & Jackie Eubanks



SAINT OF
THE WEEK
The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 

He bowed his head in humility as an example, not because he suffered
imperfections

Who would not want a doctor who, before he cuts, lifts his shirt a little,
shows his own scar, and says to the patient, “I had the same. It’s going to be
alright”? What soldier would not be just a little braver, stand a little taller,
seeing medals for valor on his commander’s uniform? We want our heroes,
our leaders, and our guides to lead through personal example. To have been
there. To have done that. And we want our Savior to do the same. To
empathize. To participate. To identify. To accompany. Actions resonate
more than words. 

Our sinless God “became” sin, in the words of St. Paul. Jesus identifies with
sin but never sinned. Jesus carries sin but is not a sinner. Why? Because to
become sin is to become man. In order for God to enter into human reality,
He had to identify with all that sin entails. God wanted to stand with us
shoulder to shoulder. He did not fake becoming man. He really became
man. And if God came to forgive sins and sinners, and to shed His blood for
them on the cross, He had to bear the burden they bore yet retain His
perfection.

This is why our sinless God was baptised on today’s feast. God lays to the
side His perfection and dignity and bows His head in the dirty waters of a
river. He lined up with sinners to receive in humility what He did not need. To
attend a school whose subjects He had mastered. Our God knew the value
of empathy. He knew the power of example. And He knew that His ministry
to mankind had to start not on a golden throne but in the mud with other
men just trying to start again and again and again.

The fullness of the Holy Trinity, first revealed more subtly at the
Annunciation, is present and spoken for at the Lord’s baptism. The Holy
Spirit, in the form of a dove, hovers. The voice of God the Father intones
favor toward His Son. And the Son enters into the essential Christian pact
with man—I will become like you so that you can become like me. Sins will
be taken away through water and blood. I will suffer for your benefit. This is
the promise. And the Church’s priests will carry on the baptising and
forgiving and consecrating until the sun sets for the last time. God comes to
us in many ways, but most intensely through the Sacraments. Jesus’ actions
prove this.

O Lord, your Baptism shows us that you are not remote. You are at our side.
You know sin but are not a sinner. Give us the grace to renew our baptism
through a frequent reception of confession and the Holy Eucharist. By
receiving one, we strengthen the others. By receiving You, we receive God
Himself. 



PRAYERS
OF THE FAITHFUL 
P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P A R I S H I O N E R S
I N  Y O U R  T H O U G H T S  &  P R A Y E R S

The following members of our Parish, or loved ones of our
Parishioners are now or recently have been in the hospital.
May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and return them
to their families in perfect health: 

George Balkus, Mary Ann Barrett, Allan Beam, Michael Bednarz
(brother of Jane Kain), Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl),
Mark Broich (brother of Marita Grebl), Carol Cheloha, Dee Clapp,
Ron Coniglio, Becky English, Deacon Paul and Jackie Eubanks,
Warren Hadley, Ed Hahn, Larry Hahn, Donna Hansen, Penny
Julian, Ken Knott (uncle of Carrie Kaczmarek), Cheryl Koziel
(daughter of Jackie Peroutka), Cookie Lane, Erin Lewis, Jessica
Linhart, Kristine Makara, Mike Makara, Pat Makara, Pat
Matukewicz, Suzanne Mertlik, Ender Pitman, Bailey Pofahl, Diane
Quaiver, Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie Hadley), Ray Sempek, Oliver
Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer, Betty Stilmock, Rita Tomes,
Brenda Tylkowski, Evelyn Vogler, and Brian Walters.

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care
centers or homebound: 

Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dcn. Jason Dorwart,
Patty Dworak, Grant Flott, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall, Dorothy Kazor,
Debra Iwanski, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix,
Joanne Leutzinger, Darlene McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Larry
Petersen, John Skocpol, Shirley Stodolka, and Richard Van Sant. 

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently serving
our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker,
Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane Flott,
Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel Homan,
Suzie Homan, Branden Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lokamas,
Tyler Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike Pihlgren, Timothy
Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh
Stumpf, Jim White, and Eli Wyskowski.



FINANCIAL
REPORT

HOLY GHOST FINANCIAL SCOREBOARD

2021-20211 ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL
Our gifts to the 2021-2022 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal bear witness to God's love at work
in our lives. Holy Ghost’s goal is $14,190 and we are pleased to share that we are at $14,691
with 88 total donors out of 361 households and 103.53% of our goal being met.  Thank you
to all those at our parish who have responded so generously to Archbishop Lucas' invitation
to join him in the work of equipping disciples and living mercy. Please prayerfully consider
supporting this year’s Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. 

$198,730

$103,429.41 $14,691



Sunday, Jan. 16- 9:00AM
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. Sanderson & Al  Aulner 
Sacristan: 
Glenda & Ray Sempek
Lector: 
Marie Savine
EMHC: 
Connie Novacek
Altar Server: 
Jerry Koraleski & Ryan Allen
Greeters: 
Annette Jordan

Saturday, Jan. 15- 5:00PM
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. Sanderson & Tom Schulte
Sacristan: 
Heather Slizoski
Lector: 
Kathy Schulte
EMHC: 
Sandy Johnson
Altar Server: 
Andrew Baber 
Greeters: 
Marie Savine 

IMPORTANT
SCHEDULES
LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE
JANUARY 12 

FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT & CONFIRMATION CLASSES: 6:15 - 7:30

JANUARY 19
SACRAMENT CLASSES: 6:15 - 7:30

JANUARY 26
PARENT THEOLOGY NIGHT: 6:15 - 7:30



UPCOMING
EVENTS

Grab your family and friends and join us at Don & Millie’s! 
Twenty percent (20%) of every dollar spent on great food
and drinks will go right back to our parish!
Drive-thru or Dine-In at 84th & “Q” Streets location.

DON & MILLIE'S NIGHT - JAN. 17

CHICKEN DINNER

Save the Date!
WE'RE JUST WEEKS AWAY FROM OUR FIRST

CHICKEN DINNER OF THE NEW YEAR! 
JOIN US ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 21, 2022 

FROM 4 TO 8 P.M. 



REMINDERS
BOARD

Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our Family” brand cans, boxes
and bottles AND the Family Fare Store Receipts from your total
purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish.

HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:
For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC barcodes collected, our
parish can earn $25. In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your
Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, simply by collecting $150,000
in eligible receipts. That sounds like a lot to collect but when we have
a lot of families helping, we can get there easily.
Please participate in this simple fundraiser and encourage your
friends and family to help too.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BARCODES & RECEIPTS!

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

SATURDAYS FROM 4 TO 4:45 P.M.
SUNDAYS BEFORE MASS.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS
AVAILABLE AT HOLY GHOST:



HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE by using a free TAGG mobile
app that will donate to us without you having to spend an extra dime. Just do your day to day
activities of shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and use one of the sponsoring
businesses signed up with TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s, Jimmy Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza,
Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many more) and TAGG will donate a portion of each of your
purchases to our Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference!

Download the free ‘Together A Greater Good’ app – Browse through all the sponsoring
businesses who will donate a portion of each of your purchases and do your shopping at one
of them. 
“TAGG” your purchases for donation by simply Choosing Holy Ghost Church St. Vincent de
Paul Conference and then Select the sponsoring business you just shopped at. 
Snap a photo of your receipt – DONE! The business will donate a percentage of your total
receipt to the Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference, at no extra cost to you!
GET YOUR TAGG APP DOWNLOADED TODAY AND LET’S ALL PITCH IN TO HELP OUR HOLY
GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE IN THEIR MINISTRY TO THOSE IN NEED.

    HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:

TAGG
MOBILE APP

HOLY GHOST/ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE



GOOD NEWS
FROM HOLY GHOST

A MESSAGE FROM BETHLEHEM HOUSE
Thank you so much for blessing our moms & babies and
showering them with love last week. All of the supplies you
shared with them are much needed & appreciated. 
God Bless and Merry Christmas! -Abby Bethlehem House

BAPTISM ANNOUNCEMENT

Talia Jade Mancilla was Baptized on December 23, 2021. 

Welcome to the newest member born to new life Through the
Holy Waters of Baptism! 



PHOTOS 
& MORE!



SUBMIT 
YOUR GOOD NEWS!

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS
OR NEWS TO SHARE?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT!

Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about
an important event? Celebrating a special achievement,
a wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child or
grandchildren or another special occasion? 

We want to hear about it so we can share it in our parish
newsletter. Tell us all the details by sending them to:

HOLYGHOSTNEWS@GMAIL.COM 
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