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MASS TIMES
MON-FRI: 7:00 A.M.
SATURDAY: 5:00 P.M.
SUNDAY: 9:00 A.M.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-FRIDAY
8:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
CLOSED FOR LUNCH
NOON TO 1:00 P.M.

HOLY GHOST CHURCH
5219 S. 53RD STREET
OMAHA, NE 68117
402-731-3176

CONFESSIONS
SATURDAY: 4-4:45 P.M.
SUNDAY: BEFORE MASS

On this Sunday, we are invited to share in the joy of a
married couple who shares their feast with us. The couple
has no more wine to serve their guests. Jesus and his
disciples along with Mary, his mother are present. At this
feast, Jesus performs his first miracle as he begins his public
ministry.

God's tremendous love for us is shown in our love for one
another. The Wedding Feast at Cana illustrates God’s
attentiveness to our needs and tells us that we matter to
God. Mary’s intervention and her words speak volumes
about how God acts in our lives. God comes to us at our
deepest moments of need.

This Sunday’s gospel takes place after Jesus’ baptism and
after he called his first disciples. The message of this story is
that we must have a listening heart and be attentive to what
God is asking of us. Mary’s words, “whatever he tells you,
listen to him”, echo the words we heard at Jesus’ baptism-
“This is my beloved son in whom I am pleased, listen to
him.”

In the scriptures, God's salvation and the Kingdom of God 
 is described as a wedding feast to which we are all invited.
We come to this feast even as our needs and concerns
weigh us down. In this feast, God is attentive to us. God
responds to our needs in ways that are beyond anything
that we can imagine.



WEEKLY
MESSAGE 
F R O M  D E A C O N  A L  A U L N E R

In this Sunday gospel reading, we hear the account of the first miracle
Jesus performed during his public ministry; the changing of the water
into wine at the wedding feast in Cana. In the event we see Jesus take
His first public step in a ministry that will lead to the cross.

Something else takes place in the exchange between Jesus and His
mother. Mary, in a way, says yes to God’s plan again and in a few
words she speaks a most precious directive that rings loud through all
of the ages.

I have always imagined that Mary and Jesus lived a humble and simple
life together leading up to His public life. The scriptures do not speak to
this but I have always imagined Jesus putting in a hard day’s work as a
carpenter and coming home to His mother. I imagine the two of them
sharing a life of mother and son caring for each other and spending
time together. If that was the case it could have been a peaceful life free
of drama and stress.

The scene at the wedding sets in motion, not only a new path for Jesus
in public life, but also alters whatever His life was like before that day.
When Mary learns of the impending social disaster of the wine running
out before the celebration is over she is moved to go to Jesus. This, on
the surface, seems odd. Jesus is a carpenter not a wine merchant; what
could he possibly do to remedy the situation. Mary is moved to trust
God and have faith that her son can do something. But she must have
known that if He acts things between mother and son will be changed.
Whatever their life was like before that day would be changed and
Jesus would be on a new path. Jesus even alludes to this when he asks
her; what was this to Him. In a way, Mary was moved by the spirit to
give her son to the world that day. Up to that point she and her son
could have a simple and humble life but that would change if he takes a
new path. Just as Mary said yes at the annunciation she again, in a way,
says yes and lets go of her son to God’s will and helps Him confront His
new path.

Then Mary gives us a five word directive that continues to echo through
time “do whatever he tells you”. Those five simple words capture all
that a Christian really needs to know. You can’t go wrong by doing
whatever Jesus tells you. As disciples we spend our life listening to
Jesus and responding to Him. We strive to do whatever He tells us. May
we always look to the example Mary gives us through her humility and
constant yes to God.

Deacon Al

ORDINARY TIME
Besides the times of the year that
have their own distinctive character,
there remains in the yearly cycle, 33
or 34 weeks in which no particular
aspect of the mystery of Christ is
celebrated, but rather the mystery of
Christ itself is honored in its fullness,
especially on Sundays. This period is
known as Ordinary Time.

Ordinary Time begins on Monday,
January 10, and continues through
Tuesday, March 1, the day before
Ash Wednesday and the beginning
of the Lenten Season. It will resume
when the Easter Season ends, that is,
on June 6, the day following
Pentecost.



SAINT OF
THE WEEK
Saint Paul the Hermit’s Story

It is unclear what we really know of Paul’s life, how much is fable,
how much is fact.

Paul was reportedly born in Egypt, where he was orphaned by age
15. He was also a learned and devout young man. During the
persecution of Decius in Egypt in the year 250, Paul was forced to
hide in the home of a friend. Fearing a brother-in-law would betray
him, he fled in a cave in the desert. His plan was to return once the
persecution ended, but the sweetness of solitude and heavenly
contemplation convinced him to stay.

He went on to live in that cave for the next 90 years. A nearby spring
gave him drink, a palm tree furnished him clothing and nourishment.
After 21 years of solitude, a bird began bringing him half of a loaf of
bread each day. Without knowing what was happening in the
world, Paul prayed that the world would become a better place.

Saint Anthony of Egypt attests to his holy life and death. Tempted by
the thought that no one had served God in the wilderness longer
than he, Anthony was led by God to find Paul and acknowledge him
as a man more perfect than himself. The raven that day brought a
whole loaf of bread instead of the usual half. As Paul predicted,
Anthony would return to bury his new friend.

Thought to have been about 112 when he died, Paul is known as the
“First Hermit.” His feast day is celebrated in the East; he is also
commemorated in the Coptic and Armenian rites of the Mass.

Reflection

The will and direction of God are seen in the circumstances of our
lives. Led by the grace of God, we are free to respond with choices
that bring us closer to and make us more dependent upon the God
who created us. Those choices might at times seem to lead us away
from our neighbor. But ultimately they lead us back both in prayer
and in fellowship to one another.



PRAYERS
OF THE FAITHFUL 
P L E A S E  K E E P  T H E S E  P A R I S H I O N E R S
I N  Y O U R  T H O U G H T S  &  P R A Y E R S

The following members of our Parish, or loved ones of our
Parishioners are now or recently have been in the hospital.
May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and return them
to their families in perfect health: 

George Balkus, Mary Ann Barrett, Allan Beam, Michael Bednarz
(brother of Jane Kain), Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl),
Mark Broich (brother of Marita Grebl), Carol Cheloha, Dee Clapp,
Ron Coniglio, Becky English, Deacon Paul and Jackie Eubanks,
Warren Hadley, Ed Hahn, Larry Hahn, Donna Hansen, Penny
Julian, Ken Knott (uncle of Carrie Kaczmarek), Cheryl Koziel
(daughter of Jackie Peroutka), Cookie Lane, Erin Lewis, Jessica
Linhart, Kristine Makara, Mike Makara, Pat Makara, Pat
Matukewicz, Suzanne Mertlik, Ender Pitman, Bailey Pofahl, Diane
Quaiver, Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie Hadley), Ray Sempek, Oliver
Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer, Betty Stilmock, Rita Tomes,
Brenda Tylkowski, Evelyn Vogler, and Brian Walters.

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care
centers or homebound: 

Mary Ann Barret, Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dcn.
Jason Dorwart, Patty Dworak, Grant Flott, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall,
Dorothy Kazor, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix,
Joanne Leutzinger, Darlene McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Larry
Petersen, John Skocpol, Shirley Stodolka, and Richard Van Sant. 

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently serving
our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker,
Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane Flott,
Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel Homan,
Suzie Homan, Branden Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lokamas,
Tyler Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike Pihlgren, Timothy
Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh
Stumpf, Jim White, and Eli Wyskowski.



IMPORTANT NEWS
FROM HOLY GHOST

2021 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Please call the Holy Ghost parish office at 402-731-3176 to
request your 2021 Contribution Statement. 

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO ON
FRIDAY, JANUARY 21?

The Chicken Dinner crew is looking for a few volunteers.
Please contact the parish office to sign up. The Women’s
Club will also be needing desserts. They may be dropped off
anytime on Friday, January 21. Thank you for your support! 

THE ALPHA COURSE HAS BEEN
POSTPONED



FINANCIAL
REPORT

HOLY GHOST FINANCIAL SCOREBOARD

2021-20211 ARCHBISHOP'S ANNUAL APPEAL
Our gifts to the 2021-2022 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal bear witness to God's love at work
in our lives. Holy Ghost’s goal is $14,190 and we are pleased to share that we are at $14,691
with 88 total donors out of 361 households and 103.53% of our goal being met.  Thank you
to all those at our parish who have responded so generously to Archbishop Lucas' invitation
to join him in the work of equipping disciples and living mercy. Please prayerfully consider
supporting this year’s Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. 

$198,730

$107,662.41 $14,691



Sunday, Jan. 23- 9:00AM
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. Flott & Tom Schulte 
Sacristan: 
Marsha Pavel
Lector: 
Lacey Merica
EMHC: 
Rita Graybil
Altar Server: 
Deb Ray
Greeters: 
Jerri Underwood and Larry Dyer

Saturday, Jan. 22- 5:00PM
Priest/Deacon: 
Fr. Flott & Al Aulner
Sacristan: 
Terri Aulner
Lector: 
Michaela Drewel
EMHC: 
Nellie Hadley
Altar Server: 
Mark Mapes 
Greeters: 
Marie Savine 

IMPORTANT
SCHEDULES
LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SCHEDULE
JANUARY 19

SACRAMENT CLASSES: 6:15 - 7:30

JANUARY 26
PARENT THEOLOGY NIGHT: 6:15 - 7:30



UPCOMING
EVENTS

Grab your family and friends and join us at Don & Millie’s! 
Twenty percent (20%) of every dollar spent on great food
and drinks will go right back to our parish!
Drive-thru or Dine-In at 84th & “Q” Streets location.

DON & MILLIE'S NIGHT - JAN. 17

CINNAMON ROLL SUNDAY!

This Weekend
PLEASE JOIN US AFTER 9AM MASS FOR A SWEET

TREAT AND SOME SOCIAL TIME. EACH ROLL IS ONLY
$1.50 WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. WE WILL PROVIDE

COFFEE, JUICE AND WATER AS WELL.



4-piece Dinner - $11
2-piece Dinner - $8
2-piece chicken strip meal - $5
4-piece chicken strip meal - $7
All meals include mashed potatoes and gravy,
vegetable, roll and pop.
Homemade desserts available for purchases.
Meat Wheel, pickles and raffle baskets available.
Take-out is available as well. 

CHICKEN
DINNER

THIS FRIDAY, JAN. 21 - 4 TO 8PM

JAN
21



REMINDERS
BOARD

Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our Family” brand cans, boxes
and bottles AND the Family Fare Store Receipts from your total
purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish.

HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:
For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC barcodes collected, our
parish can earn $25. In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your
Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, simply by collecting $150,000
in eligible receipts. That sounds like a lot to collect but when we have
a lot of families helping, we can get there easily.
Please participate in this simple fundraiser and encourage your
friends and family to help too.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BARCODES & RECEIPTS!

THE SACRAMENT OF
RECONCILIATION

SATURDAYS FROM 4 TO 4:45 P.M.
SUNDAYS BEFORE MASS.

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS
AVAILABLE AT HOLY GHOST:



HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE by using a free TAGG mobile
app that will donate to us without you having to spend an extra dime. Just do your day to day
activities of shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and use one of the sponsoring
businesses signed up with TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s, Jimmy Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza,
Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many more) and TAGG will donate a portion of each of your
purchases to our Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference!

Download the free ‘Together A Greater Good’ app – Browse through all the sponsoring
businesses who will donate a portion of each of your purchases and do your shopping at one
of them. 
“TAGG” your purchases for donation by simply Choosing Holy Ghost Church St. Vincent de
Paul Conference and then Select the sponsoring business you just shopped at. 
Snap a photo of your receipt – DONE! The business will donate a percentage of your total
receipt to the Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference, at no extra cost to you!
GET YOUR TAGG APP DOWNLOADED TODAY AND LET’S ALL PITCH IN TO HELP OUR HOLY
GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE IN THEIR MINISTRY TO THOSE IN NEED.

    HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:

TAGG
MOBILE APP

HOLY GHOST/ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE



CARTOONS 
& MORE!



SUBMIT 
YOUR GOOD NEWS!

DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS
OR NEWS TO SHARE?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT!

Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about
an important event? Celebrating a special achievement,
a wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child or
grandchildren or another special occasion? 

We want to hear about it so we can share it in our parish
newsletter. Tell us all the details by sending them to:

HOLYGHOSTNEWS@GMAIL.COM 
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