
THIS SUNDAY'S GOSPEL READING 
Finally, on this the Fourth Sunday of Advent, our Gospel Reading permits us to begin
our contemplation of the mystery of the Incarnation we celebrate at Christmas: “Now
this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about” (Matthew 1:18).

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of Jesus from Joseph's perspective.
Today's Gospel passage is the second movement in this story. In the preceding verses
of the first chapter of Matthew's Gospel, the Evangelist has listed the genealogy of
Jesus, tracing his lineage through King David to Abraham. In the chapter to follow,
Matthew tells of the visit from the Magi, the Holy Family's flight into Egypt, and
Herod's massacre of the infants in Bethlehem. (The other stories which we associate
with Christmas, the Annunciation, the Visitation, the angel and the shepherds, are
found in the Gospel of Luke).

We must not gloss over too quickly the difficult circumstances described in today's
Gospel. The way that Joseph and Mary face these circumstances tells us much about
these holy people and their faith in God. Joseph and Mary are betrothed to be
married. This is sometimes described as an engagement period, but it is more than
that. Betrothal in first century Jewish culture was in fact the first part of the
marriage contract. A breach of this contract was considered adultery. Mary is found
to be with child. If adultery is proven, the punishment might be death. Joseph has
rights under Mosaic law, but chooses to act discreetly in his plans to break the
marriage contract, so as to protect Mary. Then God intervenes.

The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph in his dream tells us much
about the child that Mary bears and his role in God's plan. He is conceived by the
Holy Spirit. His name will be Jesus, which in the Hebrew means “Yahweh saves.” He
will be the fulfillment of the prophecy heard in today's first reading from Isaiah: “. . .
The virgin shall be with child . . . and shall name him Emmanuel [God with us].”

Joseph does as the angel of the Lord directs. He takes Mary to be his wife and
accepts the child in her womb as his own. Joseph and Mary are both cooperative with
God's plan. They are both models for us of what it means to be faithful servants of
God.
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AN INSPIRATIONAL MESSAGE
FROM FATHER PHIL  FLOTT

Dear Parish Family,

The word Advent means He is coming. Holy Mother Church
is helping us prepare by the assigned readings. Monday we
have the miraculous story of the birth of John the Baptist.
Following that we have the angel Gabriel’s annunciation to
Mary that she will bear the Savior. Wednesday we will
witness the meeting of Mary and Elizabeth, who will give
us the first part of the Hail Mary prayer.

On Thursday we hear Mary pray the Magnificat in response
to visiting with Elizabeth on Friday we hear of the
miraculous birth of Jesus, our Savior. 

All this is to prepare us for the Mass of Christ—
Christmas. 

Have you been starving for Our Lord? He will feed us from
the manger in the house of bread, namely, Bethlehem. Is
your soul upset in any way? Receive his peace. Are you at
all at the end of your rope? Let him satisfy your soul with
his life.

Prepare your heart to praise with the angels on Christmas.
Be that agent of his peace that the world desires so much.
Tell him how much you love and appreciate him. Enjoy the
countdown to Christmas.

Advent blessings to all,
Father Phil Flott
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THE ARCHBISHOP’S ANNUAL APPEAL

Support for families in crisis
Resources for those who are grieving
Tuition assistance for Catholic education and
more. 

As of November 28, HOLY GHOST has currently
committed $10,841.00 or 68% of the goal of
$15,950 from 60 Donors. 

St. Stanislaus has currently committed $14,711.50
or 99.9% of the goal of $14,713 from 46 Donors. 

This Archbishop's Annual Appeal supports many
ministries that provide for those in need: 

Your generosity to the Archbishop's Annual Appeal is a
commitment to be part of the Living Body of Christ.
Please prayerfully consider the gifts you have 
received and share a portion of your blessings with 
others during this time.

Please prayerfully consider a contribution to help us
reach our goal if you have not already done so.
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ADVENT CONFESSIONS 
AT HOLY GHOST & ST. STANISLAUS CHURCH

Monday, Dec. 19 to Friday, Dec. 23 
During the following times: 

HOLY GHOST 
12:00 - 12:30 p.m. 
6:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

ST. STANISLAUS 
11:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
5:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

ST. STANISLAUS 
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

HOLY GHOST 
12:00 - 1 p.m. 

In addition to the regular weekend times before Masses
and weekday mornings at St. Stanislaus, confessions will
be heard EVERY DAY:

On Saturday, Dec. 24 someone will be available at the
following times: 

Other dates, times and places in the deanery will 
be published when that information is available.

“Prepare the way of the Lord!”
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OFFERING UP HEALING THOUGHTS & PRAYERS

The following parishioners are now or recently have been in
the hospital. May our Lord grant them a speedy recovery and
return them to their families in perfect health: 

Allan Beam, Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl), Mark Broich
(brother of Marita Grebl), Ron Coniglio, Becky English, Deacon Paul &
Jackie Eubanks, Betty Gentile, Warren Hadley, Ed Hahn, Larry Hahn,
Donna Hansen, Penny Julian, Ken Knott (uncle of Carrie Kaczmarek),
Cheryl Koziel (daughter of Jackie Peroutka), Cookie Lane, 
Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Suzanne Mertlik, Ender Pitman, Bailey
Pofahl, Jon Ricci (nephew of Nellie Hadley), Bernadette Robins, Oliver
Albert Smith, Hayden Sommer, Betty Stilmock, Evelyn Vogler, Larry
Dyer, and Brian Walters. 

Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care
centers or homebound: 

Mary Ann Barrett, Rick Becerra, Jean Buechler, John Casey, Dee Clap, 
Dcn. Jason Dorwart, Patty Dworak, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall, Dorothy
Kazor, Bernie Krawczyk, George Lacroix, Joyce Lacroix, Joanne
Leutzinger, Pat Makara, Darlene McKinley, Janet Nicholas, Dolores
Noonan, Shirley Stodolka, Rita Tomes, Richard Van Sant, 
and Teresa Eubanks Schwartzer. 

Please also pray for our loved ones who are currently serving
our Country: 

Lenny Arenas V., Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J. Baker,
Robert Blume, Nick Burton, Sean Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane Flott,
Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel Homan, Suzie
Homan, Branden Kleinschmidt, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lokamas, Tyler
Moen, James Newell, Lexi Oropeza, Mike Pihlgren, Timothy Robertson,
Gary Smith, Becky & Zach Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh Stumpf, Jim
White, and Eli Wyskowski.
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"Heal me, 
O Lord, and 

I will be
healed; save
me and I will
be saved, for
you are the

one I praise." 
~ JEREMIAH 17 :14

https://www.biblestudytools.com/jeremiah/17-14.html
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Therefore,
since through
God’s mercy
we have this
ministry, we
do not lose

heart. 
-  2  CORINTHIANS 4 :1

UPCOMING LITURGICAL ROLES AT HOLY GHOST

SATURDAY, DEC. 24, 5:00 PM 

SUNDAY, DEC. 25, 9:00 AM 

POETRY CORNER
4 Advent A
Mary conceived by God's Spirit
While living all alone;
The angel told Joseph, 'Don't fear it,
This child sits on God's throne.

with Fr. Phil Flott

Deacon: Al Aulner  
Sacristan: Marie Savine
Lector: Michaela Drewel
EMHC: Brian Drewel & Nellie Hadley
Altar Server: Thor Hunziker
Gift Bearer: Jeff & Johna Belling
Greeters: Marie Savine

Deacon: Tom Schulte
Sacristan: Kathy Schulte
Lector: Spencer Cohorst
EMHC: Rita Graybill and Kathy Ulrich
Altar Server: Deb Ray
Gift Bearers: Tom Dorwart
Greeter: Annette Jordan & Mike Siedlik

https://www.learnreligions.com/introduction-to-book-of-2-corinthians-701030
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SAINT OF THE WEEK
BLESSED ANTHONY GRASSI’S STORY

Anthony’s father died when his son was only 10 years old, but the young lad inherited his father’s devotion to Our Lady
of Loreto. As a schoolboy, he frequented the local church of the Oratorian Fathers, joining the religious order when he
was 17.

Already a fine student, Anthony soon gained a reputation in his religious community as a “walking dictionary,” who
quickly grasped Scripture and theology. For some time he was tormented by scruples, but they reportedly left him at
the very hour he celebrated his first Mass. From that day, serenity penetrated his very being.

In 1621, at age 29, Anthony was struck by lightning while praying in the church of the Holy House at Loreto. He was
carried paralyzed from the church, expecting to die. When Anthony recovered in a few days he realized that he had
been cured of acute indigestion. His scorched clothes were donated to the Loreto church as an offering of thanks for
his new gift of life.

More importantly, Anthony now felt that his life belonged entirely to God. Each year thereafter he made a pilgrimage to
Loreto to express his thanks.

He also began hearing confessions, and came to be regarded as an outstanding confessor. Simple and direct, Anthony
listened carefully to penitents, said a few words, and gave a penance and absolution, frequently drawing on his gift of
reading consciences.

In 1635, Anthony was elected superior of the Fermo Oratory. He was so well regarded that he was reelected every three
years until his death. He was a quiet person and a gentle superior who did not know how to be severe. At the same time
he kept the Oratorian constitutions literally, encouraging the community to do likewise.

He refused social or civic commitments and instead would go out day or night to visit the sick or dying or anyone else
needing his services. As Anthony grew older, he had a God-given awareness of the future, a gift which he frequently
used to warn or to console.

But age brought its challenges as well. Anthony suffered the humility of having to give up his physical faculties one by
one. First was his preaching, necessitated after he lost his teeth. Then he could no longer hear confessions. Finally
after a fall, Anthony was confined to his room. The archbishop himself came each day to give him Holy Communion. One
of his final acts was to reconcile two fiercely quarreling brothers. The liturgical feast of Blessed Anthony Grassi is
celebrated on December 13.

REFLECTION
Nothing provides a better reason for reassessing a life than a brush with death. Anthony’s life already seemed to be on
track when he was struck by lightning; he was a brilliant priest, blessed at last with serenity. But the experience
softened him. Anthony became a loving counselor and a wise mediator. The same might be said of us if we put our
hearts to it. We needn’t wait to be struck by lightning.



WOMEN'S CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY

The Holy Ghost Women's Club held their annual
Christmas party at Lansky's on Monday,
December 12. Twenty three lovely ladies
attended our party which included appetizers and
a delicious meal. Fr. Flott played his guitar and
we sang a few Christmas carols to put us in a
festive mood, which was then followed by our
gift exchange. It was a very fun and relaxing
evening with this group! Thanks to Fr. Sanderson
for leading us in Prayer, and to Mary Townley and
Jody May for planning this wonderful event. 
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How beautiful on
the mountains are
the feet of those
who bring good

news, who
proclaim peace,
who bring good

tidings, who
proclaim salvation,

who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”

-  ISAIAH 52 :7

https://dailyverses.net/hebrews/11/1


DON & MILLIE'S DAY ON DECEMBER 19

Grab your family and friends and join us at
Don & Millie’s anytime between 11:00 a.m.
and 9:00 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 19th.
Twenty percent (20%) of every dollar
spent on great food and drinks will go right
back to Holy Ghost parish!
Drive-thru or Dine-in at 84th & “Q” Streets
location.
Please tell the cashier you are supporting
Holy Ghost.
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“Listen, listen
to me, and eat
what is good,
and you will

delight in the
richest of

fare.”
-  ISAIAH 55 :  2B

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=isaiah+55%3A2&version=NIV


VOCATION CORNER: A CALL TO SERVE
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Vision Vocation Networks” Four Steps to hearing
your call: (1 of 4 in a series) Step 1. BECOME AWARE
Questions to ask yourself: Has anyone ever suggested that
I might want to consider being a brother, a sister, or a
priest? Has someone invited me to be active in ministry?
Has anyone recognized gifts and talents in me and called
them forth? Do I acknowledge that these voices could be
the voice of God leading me toward my vocation in life?
How do I sift through all of it? How do I discern God’s
voice in the midst of the cacophony around me? What do I
hear? To whom am I listening? How much time do I spend
in prayer? Have I asked God for assistance as I strive to
listen for my vocation in life? What do others have to say
to me, about me? 

This week pray for Seminarian Caleb Kosch.  
You can read his vocation story at
https://archomaha.org/vocations/seminary-life/caleb-kosch/

This week’s General Intercession for Vocation: 
For a deeper trust and docility to the Holy Spirit among
persons discerning a call to serve Christ as a priest
deacon or in the consecrated life, we pray to the Lord.

402.558.3101 x3011 
saschilmoeller@archomaha.org

“When Joseph awoke he did as
the angel of the Lord directed
him.” Are you prayerfully
vigilant about discovering your
vocation in Christ? Might He be
inviting you to the priesthood or
consecrated life? 

Please contact:
Fr. Scott Schilmoeller, 
Director of Vocations 



HELP NEEDED FOR JUNE CAR SHOW!
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This event will take place the first weekend in
June and replace the June Jamboree.
We will have someone there who has organized
Car Shows before to give us guidance and ideas
on how to organize and manage this new event.
Lots of decisions have to be made and we need to
have a firm plan in place by mid-December to
advertise in the Nebraska Car Show magazine for
2023. It lists all car shows taking place in the
area and we need to be included in the magazine
to help ensure our event is a success! 
If you have interest in an event like this, please
consider joining us.

June Car Show committee help needed!

R.S.V.P. to Heather Slizoski at 402-669-8863 or via
email: andyheather@cox.net

"Now
therefore,

our God, we
thank You
and praise

Your glorious
name."

-  1  CHRONICLES 29 :13



DIRECT YOUR DOLLARS!
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Just by saving the UPC Barcodes from “Our
Family” brand cans, boxes and bottles AND the
Family Fare Store Receipts from your total
purchases, you can help Holy Ghost Parish.

For each bundle of 500 “Our Family” UPC
barcodes collected, our parish can earn $25. 

In addition, through Family Fare’s Direct Your
Dollars program, we can earn $1,000, simply by
collecting $150,000 in eligible receipts. That
sounds like a lot to collect but when we have a
lot of families helping, we can get there easily.

Please participate in this simple fundraiser and
encourage your friends and family to help too.

PLEASE SAVE YOUR BARCODES & RECEIPTS!

 HERE IS HOW IT WORKS:

Rejoice always,
pray

continually,
give thanks 

in all
circumstances;
for this is God's
will for you in
Christ Jesus.

-  1  THESSALONIANS 5 :16-18



December
(6:15-7:30 PM)

21st  - Winter Break! NO CLASSES!
25th - MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
28th - NO CLASSES

HOLY GHOST & ST. STANISLAUS FAITH
FORMATION AT ST. BERNADETTE
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As you continue on doing your family’s
Advent activities, remember to pray for
those that may need our prayers this
Christmas. So many people have
struggles that we can not see, add an
extra prayer for those that need it and
ask God to bless them in a special way...

“And that from
childhood you have
known the sacred
writings which are

able to give you
the wisdom that

leads to salvation
through faith

which is in Christ
Jesus.”

-  2  T IMOTHY 3 :15

REMEMBER TO REGULARLY CHECK YOUR PRE CALENDAR, 
WEEKLY PARISH BULLETINS,  EMAILS AND FACEBOOK.

https://biblereasons.com/salvation-and-being-saved/


Closed on Friday December 23
Closed on Monday, December 26 and Monday, January 2

Interested? Contact Kim 402-670-8655. If you're a current
500 Club annual member, remember 2023 dues must be paid
before the January 2023 drawing.

St. Thomas More: Tuesday, December 20, 6 p.m.
St. Joan of Arc: Wednesday, December 21, 6 p.m.
St. Stanislaus: Monday-Friday, Dec. 19-23, 

11 to 11:30 a.m. & 5:30 to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, December 24, 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Holy Ghost: Monday-Friday, December 19-23,
12 to 12:30 p.m. and 6-6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, December 24, 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.

Holy Cross: Regular daily Confessions 
from 5 p.m. to before Mass, Monday through Friday

UPCOMING PARISH OFFICE CLOSURES

GIFT OF 500 CLUB MEMBERSHIP?
Winter holidays are coming. Want to show your thanks to those
you love? How about a Christmas gift that keeps giving all year?
Maybe a Happy New Year greeting? For $60 annual dues, you can
give someone a St. Stan's 500 Club membership, support St.
Stanislaus Church, AND members have 11 chances each month to
win prizes from $25-$500. 

Listed below are additional opportunities for 
Reconciliation in our Deanery:

ANGEL TREE
St. Vincent de Paul volunteers 
would like to thank all those who
donated Christmas cards, personal
notes, and gift cards for our Angel
Tree this year. We would not have
been able to do this without you! 

OPLATKI 
Oplatki are now available in 
the Sacristy after all Masses or in
the rectory office during the 
week. 

St. Stanislaus Ornaments are for
sale in the back of the church.
Please use the envelopes next to
the ornaments and honor system to
pay.

NEWS FROM ST. STANISLAUS
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TAGG 3.0 IS HERE!
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TAGG is now a website – so you can TAGG on a computer,
smartphone, or tablet by visiting TAGG.today.
You can submit up to 3 images for each receipt (great to capture
longer or emailed receipts!) 
Earn points that can be redeemed for bonus donations, TAGG swag
or business rewards!
Search businesses in recent, alphabetical, nearby or popular order.
Plus, discover businesses using the new business directory!
Your phone number is now how you’ll log in! No more having to
remember passwords or log back in. 
View more data in your TAGG history and sort by any field!

HELP OUR HOLY GHOST ST. VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE 
by using the new TAGG website: TAGG.today. The new site will donate to
us without you having to spend an extra dime. Just do your day to day
activities of shopping, entertainment, going out to eat, and use one of
the sponsoring businesses signed up with TAGG (Like Hy-Vee, Brewski’s,
Jimmy Johns, Mangelsen’s, Runza, Omaha Steaks, Golf USA, and many
more) and TAGG will donate a portion of each of your purchases to our
Holy Ghost St. Vincent de Paul Conference!

 YOU CAN USE TAGG ON ANY DEVICE:

"If any of you
lacks wisdom,
you should ask
God, who gives
generously to

all without
finding fault,
and it will be
given to you."

-  JAMES 1 :5

https://tagg.today/
https://togetheragreatergood.com/wheretotagg/
http://topverses.com/Bible/James/1/5


WEEKLY FINANCIAL REPORT
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$81,019

NO REPORT THIS WEEK DUE TO AN 
EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE.



SUBMIT YOUR GOOD NEWS!
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DO YOU HAVE PHOTOS OR NEWS TO SHARE?
We want to hear about it!

Have a story idea or suggestion? Need to tell us about an
important event? Celebrating a special achievement, a
wedding anniversary, baptism, birth of a child or
grandchildren or another special occasion? 

We want to hear about it so we can share it right here in
The Olive Branch. 

Tell us all the details by sending them to:
holyghostnews@gmail.com 

A voice of one
calling: “In the

wilderness
prepare the way

for the LORD;
make straight
in the desert a
highway for our

God.."
-  ISAIAH 12 :4-5


