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WORSHIPING, CARING, STRONG, ONE FAMILY ALWAYS – (Even when we are apart!)

2020 is almost in the rearview mirror! In many ways it has seemed at times like it would never end. A
few weeks ago I happened to catch a fanciful tale on TV called “Rudolph’s Shiny New Year” that made
me think about 2020 and its troubles possibly going on forever. This program first aired around
Christmas 1976 as a sequel to the 1964 “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer” which I remember quite
well.
At the end of the 1964 “Rudolph” Santa Claus receives a letter from his friend Father Time asking
for help to find Happy the Baby New Year before midnight on New Year's Eve or else it would be
December 31 forever! Santa sends Rudolph out to find him due to the snowstorm currently raging
outside. An evil giant vulture named Eon the Terrible is supposed to live for exactly one eon after
which he will turn into ice and snow and disintegrate. As this particular Eon will end January 1 of the
New Year, he plans to kidnap Happy to keep the year from ending and stop time, thus preventing his
predestined death.
A fanciful tale ensues as one follows Rudolph’s journey to various islands where previous “Fathers
Time” of the old year went to retire from 1 million BC to 1965. The rescue group will eventually catch
up to Eon the Terrible vulture and attempt to rescue the baby Happy. However, Eon thwarts them by
sending an avalanche down on the group and trapping them inside giant snowballs. Managing to melt
his way free using his nose, Rudolph climbs up to Eon's nest where he finds Happy, who refuses to
leave. Rudolph shows Happy his nose and tells him his own story of being bullied because of his
nonconformity before asking Happy to let him see his ears.
With Santa's help, they return to Father Time's castle with Happy just in time for the beginning of
the New Year before the 12th bong of the clock, which is designated "19-Wonderful" (which would
have been 1965 following the original story line). After the celebration, everyone wishes Happy a
happy new year. And of course we conclude they all lived “happily ever after.”
The story communicates important lessons about not teasing or bullying others and that good
ultimately triumphs over evil. Even Eon the Terrible vulture underwent a conversion and was not
destroyed.
As much as we thought 2020 was bad and that the misery caused by Covid-19 might never end, it is
ending. Vaccines are being distributed and people are being inoculated. God has never stopped
watching over us, guiding us and protecting us. But, when all is said and done and the clock strikes 12
at midnight December 31, 2020 we will indeed thank God 2020 is over!
Fr. Sanderson

ONLINE MASS SCHEDULE
FOR CHRISTMAS
For those joining us from the
safety of their own homes,
we are grateful to continue
providing Online Mass. We
will provide a video stream
of Mass on Christmas Eve at
5:00 p.m. and on Christmas
Day at 9:00 a.m. You can join
us on Facebook or on our
Online Mass website here:
www.holyghostmass.com

Submitted by Lacey Merica

Saint of the Week
St. Nicholas of Myra - Feast Day – December 6
Saint Nicholas of Myra also known as Nicholas of Bari, was an early Christian
bishop of Greek descent from the city of Myra in modern-day Demre, Turkey
during the time of the Roman Empire.
Saint Nicholas is the patron saint of sailors, merchants, archers, repentant
thieves, prostitutes, children, brewers, pawnbrokers, unmarried people, and
students in various cities and countries around Europe.
Very little is known about the historical Saint Nicholas. In one of the earliest
attested and most famous incidents from his life, he is said to have rescued three
girls from being forced into prostitution by dropping a sack of gold coins through
the window of their house each night for three nights so their father could pay a dowry for each of
them. Other early stories tell of him calming a storm at sea, saving three innocent soldiers from
wrongful execution, and chopping down a tree possessed by a demon. In his youth, he is said to have
made a pilgrimage to Egypt and Palestine. Shortly after his return, he became Bishop of Myra. He was
later cast into prison during the persecution of Diocletian, but was released after the accession of
Constantine. An early list makes him an attendee at the First Council of Nicaea in 325, but he is never
mentioned in any writings by people who were actually at the council. Uunsubstantiated legends claim
that he was temporarily defrocked and imprisoned during the Council for slapping the heretic Arius.
Another famous legend tells how he resurrected three children, who had been murdered and pickled in
brine by a butcher planning to sell them as pork during a famine.
Fewer than 200 years after Nicholas's death, the St. Nicholas Church was built in Myra under the orders
of Theodosius II over the site of the church where he had served as bishop and Nicholas's remains were
moved to a sarcophagus in that church. In 1087, while the Greek Christian inhabitants of the region
were subjugated by the newly arrived Muslim Seljuk Turks, and soon after their church was declared to
be in schism by the Catholic church, a group of merchants from the Italian city of Bari removed the
major bones of Nicholas's skeleton from his sarcophagus in the church without authorization and
brought them to their hometown, where they are now enshrined in the Basilica di San Nicola. The
remaining bone fragments from the sarcophagus were later removed by Venetian sailors and taken to
Venice during the First Crusade.
He was a popular saint in Europe until the time of the Reformation in the 1500s, a religious movement
that led to the creation of Protestantism, which turned away from the practice of honoring saints. Saint
Nicholas, however, remained an important figure in Holland. The Dutch continued to celebrate the
feast day of Saint Nicholas, December 6. It was a common practice for children to put out their shoes
the night before. In the morning, they would discover the gifts that Saint Nicholas had left there for
them. Dutch immigrants brought the legend of Saint Nicholas, known to them as Sint Nikolaas or by his
nickname, Sinterklaas, to America in the 1700s.
Saint Nicholas went through many transformations in America: Sinterklaas became Santa Claus, and
instead of giving gifts on December 6, he became a part of the Christmas holiday. In the 1820 poem "An
Account of a Visit from Saint Nicholas" by Clement Clarke Moore, he is described as a jolly, heavy man
who comes down the chimney to leave presents for deserving children and drives a sleigh pulled by
flying reindeer. The cartoonist Thomas Nast added to the Saint Nicholas legend with an 1881 drawing
of Santa as wearing a red suit with white fur trim. Once a kind and charitable bishop, Saint Nicholas had
become the Santa Claus we know today

You can use these Mass intentions to lead your
family in morning, evening or before dinner prayers.
OPENING: The shepherds rejoiced to hear the choirs of
angels sing “Glory to God in the highest”. United in their
joy, we offer glory to our newborn King as we worship
God the Father and pray:
Our response is “Lord of light, hear our prayer”.
For the Church: that the invitation Come, let us adore
him will echo in and through every aspect of the Church’s
life. We pray to the Lord …
For our country and those who lead it: that true freedom
and justice may reign. We pray to the Lord ...
For lasting peace throughout the world: that the coming
of the Prince of Peace will put an end to all division and
unify the peoples of the world. We pray to the Lord ...
For families: that the graces of Christmas will draw
family members together in lasting bonds of love.
We pray to the Lord …
For the forgotten, the neglected, the abused, the
homeless and the poor: that they will experience in a
powerful way the tenderness and compassion born for
us this Christmas day. We pray to the Lord …
For all Christians: that they may respond to the universal
call to holiness by living their faith with great fervor.
We pray to the Lord …
For those who are ill and in need of healing, the
homebound, or in care centers, including Carm Cogan,
Mercedes Michal, Paul Eubanks, Brenda Tylkowski, Matt
Bryant May, Pat Makara, Ken Knott, Connie Novacek,
John Matya Mallie Hurlbutt, Tricia Ryder, and all who are
being treated for, or are recovering from, the corona
virus. We pray to the Lord ...
For those who have died; those from the pandemic
around the world, those who have died from our Holy
Ghost family this year, and all whose names are
inscribed in our parish Book of Remembrance.
We pray to the Lord …
For the intentions written in our parish book, for the
persons we have chosen to pray for during the Advent
season and for those held in our hearts today (pause)
We pray to the Lord …
CLOSING Loving Father, darkness forever changed
because of the birth of the Eternal Light: our Lord Jesus
Christ. Take all the darkness of our lives and replace it
with the radiance of our newborn Savior. Through
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Corporal Works of Mercy
The Christmas season reminds us once again to remember those who are in need and live out our call as Catholics to
treat others with “Corporal Works of Mercy”. Most of us learned about these works of mercy where we were young.
They are found in the teachings of Jesus and they give us a model for how we should treat others, as if they

were Christ Himself. They are charitable actions by which we help our neighbors in their basic needs as we
journey together through this life.
This past Monday some Holy Ghost parishioners did their part in living out the corporal works of mercy as they
treated the residents at Southview Heights-Omaha Senior Living Home to some useful, needed items including 65
pairs of socks, lotions, toothbrushes, hand sanitizers, Kleenex packs, and candy. The Holy Ghost Women’s Club
members donated the items or money that would go in the gift bags and Gross High School student Johnny
Kaczmarek earned school service hours by filling the gift bags and delivering them to Southview Heights.

Because of Covid restrictions the Women’s Club was not able to hand deliver the bags directly to the residents like
they normally do but the staff said, “They will go nuts when we hand them out to the residents”.

We Are All Called to live the 7 CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY
The corporal works of mercy come to us from Matthew 25:34-40, where Jesus tells us that whatever you did to the
least of these, you did it to Him. Below are some reminders of simple and some not so simple ideas that can help you
live out your call to truly be a “person of mercy”.
Food is a fundamental and basic human need. Food is what nourishes us in order to be
able to simply live. Feeding the hungry means providing nourishment through charity
and hospitality. You can do this by donating to or working at a soup kitchen, homeless
shelter or food bank. The next time you make a recipe that can be easily frozen, make
a double batch and think of someone you know who is homebound or welcoming
home a newborn or who could benefit from having a meal. Give someone on the street
a sandwich.
Water is the very essence of life. To give drink to the thirsty is to offer them life itself.
Giving drink to the thirsty can be lived out by volunteering at a soup kitchen,
contributing funds to clean water and well projects in underdeveloped countries, giving
a bottle of water to the homeless on the street, paying for the person behind you at a
coffee shop drive thru or donating baby formula to a local pregnancy help center. Also
be mindful of your own water consumption and try not to waste water.

Everyone needs clothing for warmth, protection, modesty and dignity. It is an act of love
to help others who need help obtain clothing, Go through your closet and give away
what you don’t need to St. Vincent de Paul or Salvation Army thrift stores. Host a clothing
drive and donate the items. Knit, crochet, or sew baby blankets for your local pregnancy
help center or scarves, hats, and gloves for your local homeless shelter.

Having a roof over our heads is a basic human need. Sheltering the homeless can take
many forms. Some include: giving time or money to a homeless ministry, hosting someone
like a religious pilgrim, speaker or clergy member, supporting ministries that work with the
displaced or refugees, or volunteering to help build or repair houses through an
organization like Habitat for Humanity.

Visiting the sick can mean going to the hospital and praying with patients there, bringing a
sick family member or friend flowers or something to eat, visiting a nursing home, or
offering someone going through an illness support. Our health is a gift and blessing. Let us
make a special effort to reach out to those in need this year.

Visiting the imprisoned can be difficult to participate in without special clearance or
permission but you want to get involved in this ministry, you can talk to deacon Al Aulner
who is the head of prison ministries for the Archdiocese in Nebraska. If you find yourself
unable to physically visit the imprisoned, you can try getting involved in a ministry that
writes letters to the imprisoned or one that organizes retreats for them or them. Those
incarcerated, and their families, can always use prayers and support.

During funerals, we mourn the loss of life. As Christians, we live in the hope of the
Resurrection. Participate in this work of mercy by attending funeral services and offering
condolences or sending a card to someone who has lost a loved one. Pray for those who
have gone before you whenever you pass a cemetery or go to a cemetery intentionally to
pray. Remember to pray for those unborn who have been aborted.

Holy Ghost Conference - Society of St. Vincent de Paul
2020 - How we served our Community
By the grace of God, our Conference has been able to respond to some of our neighbors’ needs, both
Financially and with food. One of our mottoes is “serving in hope” because hope is a gift given by God.
Active members: 13 - 2 new members in 2020
Total Community Visits for the year: 129
Volunteer Hours: 834
124 people received emergency aid of rent or utility assistance.
Pandemic Cares Act contacts: 16, helping 29 people with funding
135 Pantry visits - Serving 474 people
Poor Box Contributions: $679 (church was closed for several months)
Donations: $6,315.00
The Holy Ghost Conference of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is grateful to our many donors,
volunteers and supporters. Owing to his dedication to the poor, St Vincent De Paul is known as the
“Apostle of Charity”. Without your generosity, we couldn’t help those in need!
Ways to help:
Volunteer and join our Conference. The next meeting is January 4th 2020 at 7:00pm in the Pastors
Center. Or you may contact Don Noonan at 402-731-0715
Continue to donate via envelopes, Poor Box or volunteer your time.
We have food to share for those in need. You don’t have to live in the Holy Ghost area. Please contact
St. Vincent de Paul Society at 402-731-3176
If you donate food or toiletry items, please mark your items in bold St. Vincent de Paul to ensure we
receive them.
We are an agency partner of the Food Bank of the Heartland and last year we received 7420 pounds of
food at very little cost.

This year our annual Holy Ghost Thanksgiving Dinner was canceled because of COVID-19. We were
thankful enough that parishioners donated the turkeys for our Annual St. Vincent De Paul Thanksgiving
Baskets. We also had a parishioner that donated the last two turkeys, so all the turkeys were free to the
people that needed them. We were very thankful to Rotellas for their donation of many rolls.
The Thanksgiving Basket giving was organized to allow specific time slots keeping everything sanitized
and our families safe. Vincentian’s Chantel, Katie, Andrea and Mike - nice job!
Vincentian Mike Philbrick has organized all the food pantries for the past ten years. Mike absolutely
loves to go to the Food Bank website to plan and organize the food for our pantries. For many years
Mike was responsible for getting all the food free of charge which saved funds and allowed even more
to be helped. Mike orders the food, picks it up, organizes it, and schedules the pantry pick-ups. Mike
does this at all hours of the week when he can, because he has a compassionate heart. Some have the
need to come every two months. Mike is there to help them, listening and catching up, because he
personally connects with people in need. Some people have the need to come every two months and
Mike is there to help them, by listening, and catching up, because he gets so connected to them as
people. Now more than ever, many are in need of assistance and the SVDP pantry program will be
busier than ever.
Lastly, SVDP sponsored this year’s Advent Angel giving program for Stephen Center/ Bethlehem House
which was a great success. May God bless all who donated items and cash for these worthy causes!

Thank you for your support and prayers during this past year and we wish all of you a most blessed
Christmas season and a much better year to come in 2021!
From your Holy Ghost St Vincent de Paul Members

The Coming of the Light
Christmas celebrates the dawn of the Light of the World. The powers of darkness are overcome by his coming to
share our life. The long reign of sin is ended and grace has been poured out upon the earth. The Sun of Justice has
arisen, and evil is vanquished."
Perhaps the hardest thing to remember about Christmas is this. "It celebrates the incarnation, not just the nativity.
The incarnation is an on-going process of salvation, while the nativity is the once-for-all-historical event of
Bethlehem. We do not really celebrate Christ’s ‘birthday,’ remembering something that happened long ago. We
celebrate the stupendous fact of the incarnation, God entering our world so thoroughly that nothing has been the
same since.
And God continues to take flesh in our midst, in the men and women and children who form his body today. And the
birth we celebrate is not just the past historical event but Christ’s continuing birth in his members, accomplished by
the power of the Spirit through the waters of baptism.
"What we celebrate is our redemption in Christ and the transformation of all creation by the presence of the divine
in our midst."

Honesty is the best policy
My nine-year-old son, Gabriel, had heard some rumors at school that Santa wasn’t real. He approached
me with a big question: “Dad, tell me the truth. Is Santa real?”
I decided to tell him it was his mother and I who had bought his latest Nintendo Wii game.
“Really?” he said. “You should have let Santa bring it. That way, it would have been free.”
Mario Rodriguez, Aurora, Ontario

COVID DOESN’T STOP OUR PRAYERS FOR EACH OTHER – IT GIVES US
EVEN MORE REASON TO REMEMBER THOSE WHO NEED OUR PRAYER!
The following is a list of those from our parish family who need our
love and our prayers. As you pray for them ask God in what other
ways you can hold them up with love. Maybe a phone call or card?
REMEMBER THOSE WHO ARE CURRENTLY ILL AND IN NEED OF
HEALING!
Mercedes Michel, Frank Barone, Mary Ann Barrett, Richard Callahan,
Bill Smith, Dee Noonan, Carmon Cogan, Allan Beam, Todd Blintiff (son in
law of Phyllis McIntosh), Jan Brinck (sister-in-law of Marita Grebl), Mark
Broich (brother of Marita Grebl), Ed Hahn, Kristine Makara, Ron Coniglio, Marcia Halac, Donna
Hansen, Jim Hinrichs (Father of Mitzi Taylor), Phyllis McIntosh, Cheryl Koziel (daughter of Jackie
Peroutka), Erin Lewis, Jessica Linhart, Mike Makara, Paul Eubanks, Suzanne Mertlik, Ender Pitman,
Bailey Pofahl , Jon Rico (nephew of Nellie Hadley) Jack Scaletta (Uncle of Melissa Scaletta Murphy),
Oliver Albert Smith, Brenda Tylkowski, Jim Vickers, Evelyn Vogler.
REMEMBER IN PRAYER THOSE WHO ARE HOMEBOUND BECAUSE OF HEALTH ISSUES!
Let us also remember in our prayers those who are in care centers or homebound:
Jean Buechler, John Casey, Patty Dworak, Grant Flott, Rick Becerra, Annette Beetham, Dorothy
Kazor, Jacob Fraser, Kim Hall, Bob Kocanda, Dee Clapp, Deb lwanski, Bernie Krowczyk, George &
Joyce Lacroix, Joanne Leutzinger, Mary Makara, Pat Makara, Janet Nicholas, Larry Petersen. John
Skocpol. Shirley Stodolka. Richard Van Sant.
PRAY FOR THE SAFETY OF OUR LOVED ONES WHO ARE CURRENTLY SERVING OUR COUNTRY!
Jacob Aulner, Michael Aulner, Michael J Baker, Robert Blume, Lenny Arenas V., Nick Burton, Sean
Byers, Ty Campbell, Dane Flott, Stephen Gonifas, Tim Gouger, Greg Graham, Daniel Homan, Suzie
Homan, Ryan Loftus, Nick Lakamas, Tyler Moen, James Newell, Allen M. Novotny, Lexi Oropeza,
Mike Pihlgren, Timothy Robertson, Gary Smith, Becky & Zach Spurgeon, Ashley & Josh Stumpf,
Richard J. Vickers, Jim White, Eli Wyskowski.
PLEASE HELP US KEEP OUR LIST CURRENT: If you see anyone on this list whose status has
changed, please call Carrie in the parish office (402) 731-3176 Ext. 5) and let her know.

JUST FOR FUN
CHRISTMAS

.

WE FOUND A COUPLE OF PICTURES FROM CHRISTMAS PAST

School Christmas Concert (Remember them?) - December 4, 2004.

Our church ready for Christmas ... before the remodel - 1994

