HOLY GHOST PARISH NEWS

(Issue 21)

WORSHIPING, CARING, STRONG, ONE FAMILY ALWAYS – (Even when we are apart!)

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary – The bodily Assumption of Mary into heaven at the end
of her earthly life is a dogma of the Church and is commemorated in the Fifth Glorious Mystery of the
Rosary. It is also a Holy Day of Obligation.
Why is the Assumption of Mary so important as to warrant such a status? In the CATECHISM we
read, “The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin is a singular participation in her Son’s Resurrection and
an anticipation of the resurrection of other Christians” (n. 966). When we recite the Creed we state,
“I believe in the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.” This is how Mary already
enjoys the fulfillment of that promise.

By her Immaculate Conception, Mary was freed from the effects of original sin. Although she lived
and functioned as all of us do, Mary already had in her body the glory of the Resurrection from the
time she was conceived in her mother’s womb. Now, after her earthly life ended, she already
participates in what is promised to all who love and serve Christ faithfully and die in the state of
grace. She possesses a glorified body and is able to see God face to face in heaven.
It is interesting that Pope Pius XII declared the dogma of the Assumption during a difficult time in the
world. In 1950, when the doctrine was declared the world had experienced two world wars, the
Holocaust, the atomic bomb and was entering the period of the Cold War. People had enough
reason to feel hopeless. In contrast with the pessimism of the time, this dogma offers hope.
About the same time the cult of the body and the glories of sexuality were beginning to take hold of
society. It soon became apparent that the more that sex and the body were idolized the more
society would lose its respect for marriage and family values. (Just think how low we’ve sunk
already.) In contrast to the glorification of the body as an object of pleasure, this dogma affirms the
true dignity and beauty which is God’s grace within us. The Assumption tells us that God is not only
concerned about our souls but also about our bodies. They are temples of the Holy Spirit.
Mary brought the Child Jesus into the world through her full and humble assent to God’s will. Taken
body and soul into heaven she intercedes with her Son for us that we, too, will live in such a way as
to be worthy to receive glorified bodies and see God on his holy throne.
Take the time to participate in the Masses for this beautiful feast and meditate upon this whenever
you pray the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary.
Fr. Sanderson

SIGN YOUR CHILDREN UP TODAY
Holy Ghost/St. Stan’s Religious Education
Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart from it.

Proverbs 22:6

Learning about and growing our faith is a life-long process. For our young, learning
begins at home by the parent’s word and example. What a child learns at home is
then reinforced by the church through our religious education program.
Religious Education Classes
Our excellent Religious Education teachers are eager to assist you parents in
teaching your children the prayers, rituals and essential principles and beliefs of
the Catholic faith and help them grow in their own personal relationship with
Jesus. Our religious education classes for young Catholics are open for students in
Kindergarten through 8th grade.
Classes are held Wednesday evenings: 6:30-7:45PM
First class is September 9th
Sacrament Preparation
Preparation for receiving the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist begins in
1st grade and the sacraments are received in 2nd grade. Preparation for receiving
the sacrament of Confirmation begins in 7th grade with the sacrament of
Confirmation taking place in 8th grade.
Registration
A registration form can be acquired on the Holy Ghost website:
www.holyghostomaha.org, in the back of the church, or print the one from the
Holy Ghost Parish News.
If you have any questions, call or email Mitzi Taylor, Director of Religious
Education: 402 731-3176 Ext.102 or dre@holyghostomaha.org.
We look forward to being your partner in helping your children learn and grow as
Catholics.

"And when night comes, and you look back over the day and see how
fragmentary everything has been, and how much you planned that has gone
undone, and all the reasons you have to be embarrassed and ashamed: just
take everything exactly as it is, put it in God's hands and leave it with Him.”
St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross – Feast Day: August 9

NEXT FRIDAY! Get your order in!

THE HOLY GHOST CHICKEN DINNER IS BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
Because of the pandemic we are making this dinner as safe and easy as possible.
JUST DRIVE UP – PLACE YOUR ORDER – PICK UP YOUR FINGER LICKING CHICKEN – AND AWAY YOU GO!
Want to speed things up? (and help us in our planning). Call the parish office during business
hours (402-731-3176 EXT 5) and place your order in advance so we have it when you pull up.

- ORDER MENU  4 PIECE DINNER - $10 (1 each breast, wing, thigh, & leg or 2 legs & 2 thighs)
 4 PIECE DINNER WITH 2 BREASTS - $11 (2 breasts & 2 wings or 2 breast & 2 legs)
 2 PIECE DINNER - $7 (leg & thigh or breast & wing or breast & leg)
 2 PIECE BREAST MEAL - $8
 2 PIECE CHICKEN STRIP MEAL - $4

 4 PIECE CHICKEN STRIP MEAL - $6
*** All meals include Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Green Beans, and a Dinner Roll ***

- EXTRAS BREAST $2.00

DINNER ROLL $.50

LEG OR THIGH $1.50

MASHED POTATOES $2.00

WING $1.00

GREEN BEANS $1.00

MASS PETITIONS
You can use these Mass petitions to lead your family in
morning, evening or before dinner parish prayers.
OPENING: Whenever we seek the Lord, he answers and
delivers us from our fears. Trusting in the Father’s love,
we now pray:
Our response is “Lord, hear our prayer”.
That the Church will continue to be the voice of truth,
mercy and the love of Jesus, and that all will be
encouraged to live the good life of the Gospel.
We pray to the Lord . . .

PERSONAL PRAYER
REQUESTS?
Do you have any personal requests you
would like others in our Holy Ghost parish
family to pray for?
Send your prayer request to:
tkschulte1@cox.net and we will share
your requests with others in our parish
family in the next issue.

That those who hold public office will imitate the
goodness of the Lord who secures justice and the rights of
all the oppressed. We pray to the Lord . . .
For an increase of vocations to the priesthood and to
consecrated life. We pray to the Lord . . .
For senior citizens: that God will help them in their needs
and be always close to them in his love.
We pray to the Lord . . .
For the grace this week to persevere in prayer and faith,
knowing that the Lord hears us and loves us.
We pray to the Lord . . .
For the homebound, or in care centers, for those who are
ill and in need of healing, including John Matya, Mike
Makara, Tricia Ryder, Pat Makara, Frank Barone, Dee
Noonan, for those who are being treated for, or are
recovering from, the corona virus,
We pray to the Lord…
For those who have died from the coronavirus, and the
loved ones whose names are inscribed in our parish Book
of Remembrance. We pray to the Lord . . .
For the intentions written in our parish book and for those
we hold in our hearts today . . . for each of these
We pray to the Lord . . . .
CLOSING: Loving Father, you watch over each one of us
in our troubles. Help us to understand what is your will,
to trust you and to stay close to you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen
End your prayer time with the Lord’s Prayer, Hail Mary,
Glory Be to the Father, and Prayer to St. Joseph

Confessions will be heard at Holy Ghost and
at St. Stan’s every Saturday from 4:00-4:45pm.

Our faith calls us to speak out against racism and work to transform structures that continue to
disregard the equal dignity of all people. In November 2018 the Catholic bishops of the United States
released a Pastoral Letter against Racism called, Open Wide Our Hearts. Education is the foundation of
all change so each week we will look at one of the background pieces from the USCCB Pastoral Letter.
THIS WEEK: What is Systemic Racism? - Racism and Economic Inequality - Racism and Education - Racism
and Employment - Racism and Housing - Racism and Migration - Racism and The Criminal Justice System
- Racism and The Native American Experience - RACISM AND VOTING

“When we say, 'One nation under God, with liberty and justice for all',
we are talking about all people. We either ought to believe it or quit
saying it.”
Hubert H. Humphrey

Help support our sister parish and GET SOME AMAZING POLISH FOOD!

RANDOM THOUGHTS
from our Parish Family
I thoroughly enjoyed reading this issue of the
Holy Ghost Parish news! What I am wondering
though is whatever happened to the devotion of
Saint Rita?
We didn’t move here until 1970 but we sure
remember Red Missinne! He’s the one who got
George into Saint Vincent de Paul and also the
Knights of Columbus… and Julia tried so hard to
show me how to make rosaries… What a great
couple they were! And so much information, like
knowing that Indian hills elementary school on
32nd St. was previously called Westside school
because it was the west side of Omaha!!
Stay well and continue the good work!
Joyce LaCroix

Email your “Random Thoughts” to:
tkschulte1@cox.net

NEW COVID 19 SELF TEST
A new, easy test for Covid 19 is finally here and it's simple, quick and positive (or negative if you
see what I mean). I tried this Covid 19 test yesterday and it truly works!
Follow these directions:
 Take a glass and pour a decent amount of your favorite wine into it.
 See if you can smell it. (If you can, then you are halfway there).
 Drink it. If you can taste it then it is reasonable to assume you are currently free of the
virus because the loss of the sense of smell and taste is a common symptom.
I tested myself 7 times last night and thank goodness was virus free every time. I will have to test
myself again today because I have developed a throbbing headache which can also be one of the
symptoms. I'll report my results later.

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
IS STARTING IN SEPTEMBER
 Have you or someone you know expressed an interest in
becoming a Catholic?
 Were you Baptized Catholic as a child, but have not
celebrated the Sacraments of Confirmation or Eucharist?

 Do you have an adult child who has not been Baptized?
 Do you desire to learn more about your Catholic Faith?
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is the process of discernment and learning in preparation
for possible entry into full communion within the Catholic Church. Through participation in RCIA, people
who are not baptized or have been baptized in other faith traditions, journey together toward the
Sacraments of Initiation, and by receiving these they become members of the Catholic Church at the
Easter Vigil.
The RCIA sessions are also to help Catholics, who are missing a sacrament such as Holy Eucharist or
Confirmation, prepare for those sacraments. The RCIA is also a great value to those Catholics who would
like to take part in the sessions just to learn more about their Catholic faith.

Are you are interested – or do you know someone who is interested in becoming
Catholic? Are you are a Catholic who desires to receive the Sacraments of Holy
Communion and/or Confirmation? Please call the parish office: (402) 731-3176 - ext. 5)
to enroll or receive for more information.

Holy
Ghost

Religious
Vocations

Over the history of our parish many men and women have answered the call by God to serve the
Church in the Priesthood, Religious Life and Diaconate. We give thanks for their lifetime of service
to our parish and the larger Church.
VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD
Rev. Francis DelaVega O.A.R.
Rev. Edward Smith O.A.R.
Rev. Maurice Krautkremer O.A.R.
Rev. Robert Huse O.A.R.
Rev. Charles Huse O.A.R.
Frater Peter Polityka O.F.M
Rev. William Thell Jr. O.S.B.
Rev. Gabriel Reisdorff O.S.M
Rev. Mark Bridgeman
Rev. Phillip Flott
VOCATIONS TO THE DIACONATE
Rev. Mr. Richard McNeil
Rev. Mr. Daniel Mendick
Rev. Mr. Tom Schulte
Rev. Mr. Frank Bartman
Rev. Mr. Paul Eubanks
Rev. Mr. Andy Sommer
Rev. Mr. Al Aulner
Rev. Mr. Tim Leininger

VOCATIONS TO THE RELIGIOUS LIFE
Sr. Mary Cecily Marshallec O.S.M.
St. Mary Lucy Flott O.S.M.
Sr Mary Barbara Prusha O.S.M.
Sr. Mary Stephanie Smighbert O.S.M
Sr. Mary Margarita Simon O.S.M.
Sr. Mary Bernadette Lubisher O.S.M.
Sr. Mary Celine Vieleski O.S.M.
Sr. Mary Louis Waskel O.S.F.
Sr. Jane Huse O.S.F.
Sr. Mary Anita Kazor O.S.F.
Sr. Mary Nadine Flott C.Pp.S.
Sr Mary Francia Leas R.S.M.

In this issue I am posting a group of random pictures that I have gathered over the years. Not sure the
origin of most of them and not sure of many of the people that are in these pictures. Hopefully these
pictures will bring back memories for many of you who have been in the parish for many years as you
remember some from our parish family past … many who are now in our heavenly communion of saints.

First Communion class about 1978. Adults in the picture are Holy Ghost Pastor Fr. James Elmer O.A.R.,
teacher Sr. Mary Chamberlain, Associate Pastors, Fr. John Rosson O.A.R. and Fr. Charles McGinn O.A.R.

Architect rendition of the new Our Lady of Fatima addition to the old school that was dedicated October
18, 1964. The $220,000 addition featured 5 classrooms, a gymnasium, library and Principal’s office..

This is the first building built on the new Holy Ghost property located where the current Child Care
facility currently is. It was a combination rectory and chapel that was built at a cost of $12,000.

Another first communion class poses outside the new church when Fr. Gabriel Salinas
was pastor sometime in the early 1950’s. Check out the altar server’s special vestments.

Two of the many early weddings at Holy Ghost. Anybody know who these handsome couples are?

Pastor Fr. James Elmer O.A.R. pictured with one of the boys from the parish. Fr. Elmer
was pastor from July 1954 to August 1969 and again from Aug 1975 to Jan 1981

Anybody recognize any of these fierce looking Holy Ghost basketball lads?

Sharing a cold one and some conversation are Betty Ripa, Sr. ?, Kay Madej and Yvonne Fisher.

Fr. Joseph Reutter O.A.R., and Fr. James Elmer O.A.R. – Anyone know the two other gentlemen?

Fr. James McGuire O.A.R. clowning with one of the kids at a gathering.

Not sure what the “2000” sign was about (do you know?) … but some of the men I recognize
in the picture are; Fr. Joseph Reutter O.A.R., Dan Mendick, “Red” Missinne, Bernie Leuck,
Fr. James Elmer O.A.R., John Balkus, … who are the others in the picture?

This kind of looks like the first Mass of a newly ordained. Anybody recognized the Priest?

Fr. Joseph Reutter O.A.R. – offers special blessing for a parishioner.

Another great dinner in the Holy Ghost Parish Hall. Art Morley is on the left and you can see Frank
Petersen, Ed Kresl and Sam Tomaszkievicz helping themselves to the great Stoysich sausage.

Fr. James Elmer O.A.R. and Fr. John Rosson O.A.R. (on right) pictured with long time parishioners
Walt and Mary Rudol, Gus and Etta Flott, and “Red” and Julia Missinne.

June Jamboree ready to go: Tom Schulte, Joe Sacco, Norb Bojanski and Dan Mendick

