HOLY GHOST PARISH NEWS
WORSHIPING, CARING, STRONG, ONE FAMILY ALWAYS – (Even when we are apart!)

CORONAVIRUS DISRUPTS OUR PARISH LIFE!
QUARENTINE: “to isolate from normal relations or communication”. It looks like that is what we will be for a while –
“quarantined”. That is especially difficult for us as a parish community. By our nature we are called to worship, minister
and work together to grow in our faith in Jesus Christ. The past few weeks have been mind-bending to say the least.
Because of the seriousness and spread of the deadly coronavirus we have seen unprecedented decisions being made by
both our government and our Church leaders. Holy Ghost parish family has been challenged before and it has made us
stronger. Last year’s months of exile because of the fire were difficult but made us appreciate even more the community
of believers that we are when we were able to come back to our home church. This time of being apart will do the same.
The biggest challenge will be to find ways to continue to communicate and support each other during these weeks
apart. We must do all we can using social media, cards and good ol’ fashioned phone calls to maintain the relationships
we have built at Holy Ghost.
This Holy Ghost Parish News will help with that. We intend to send it periodically by email to all our parishioners that
we have email addresses for. This will be another way we can pass on important, needed information with each other so
all in our parish family can keep up with what is happening in our community.
WE WILL NEED YOUR HELP WITH THIS IN TWO WAYS!
1) If you have information that would be important for our Holy Ghost parish community to know … email it Tom
and Kathy Schulte: tkschulte1@cox.net
2) If you have email addresses for others from our parish family who are not receiving this … please email their
name and email address to Tom and Kathy Schulte: tkschulte1@cox.net.
Let’s work together to support each other in every way possible during this time of exile from our normal parish life.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Kathleen (Kay) Sanderson

Elizabeth S. (Mruz) "Betty" Ripa,

Sioux Falls - Kathleen (Kay) Elizabeth
Sanderson, 93, died Tuesday, March
17, 2020 at Touchmark at All Saints.
Kathleen was mother to Susan (Sioux
Falls), Fr. William Sanderson (Omaha)
and Melinda (Brad) Heegel of Sioux
Falls. She has three grandchildren (Sarah Brambila,
Robert and Patrick Heegel) and four great-grandchildren
(Dominic and Maya Brambila and Gabriel and
Genevieve Heegel.)

March 6, 1934 - March 17, 2020
Preceded in death by husband, James A.;
parents, Peter and Sophie Mruz;
brothers, Walter and Brassie Mruz;
sisters, Cecilia Siderewicz, and Sr. Mary
Eileen Mruz, OSF. Survived by son,
James J. Ripa (Betty); daughter, Debra
A. Ripa; sons, Daniel T. Ripa (Gina), John K. Ripa
(Michelle Lents), and Michael J. Ripa (Cheryl);
grandchildren: Amber, Ashley Mahoney (David), Daniel
(Ali), Anna Patrick (Mike), Lucas, Emily, Ben, Tony,
Michael and Nick; great-grandsons, Thomas, Joseph and
Teddy; great-granddaughters, Sophia and Kellen.
There was a private family interment at cemetery.

A Private Mass of Christian Burial was offered by Fr.
Sanderson at the Parish of St. Michael, 1600 S Marion
Road in Sioux Falls.
Burial was at St. Michael Cemetery.

Let us continue to hold the Sanderson and Ripa families in our prayers during this difficult time.
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MASS FOR SHUT IN’S

TAKING CARE OF OLD BUSINESS
This is just a crazy time when we are being told that
everything has been called off. We seemed to have
gone from 60mph to 0mph in a week. Our old busy
lives have ground to a halt and not only is it hard to
process the change in our minds … it is hard to know
what we should be doing in this new state.
With this change that has been forced upon us …
could come many, many wonderful blessings. For
starters, all those “good intentions” that never get
taken care of … can now GET TAKEN CARE OF!
Like maybe now is a good time to sit down and get
that card or letter off to the person we have been
meaning to touch. Maybe to thank them, or let them
know what they mean to us, or give them support
and love during a difficult time.

It will be difficult for all of us in the parish to not be
able to gather together to worship at Mass on the
weekends, but that doesn’t mean that we cannot
pray the Mass. Many homebound have been using
Mass For Shut In’s to continue to grow in their
Catholic faith when unable to come to Mass. For the
next few weeks let us join them each Sunday.
You can also make Mass part of your prayer each day
with online Daily Mass podcast. Here is the info:

SUNDAY MASS FOR SHUT INS:
WOWT works with the Serra Club of Omaha to bring
Mass for Shut Ins to Omaha. It usually airs Sunday
Mornings at 10:30 am although the time sometimes
changes due to scheduling conflicts. Check your
cable guide or TV listings for each week's broadcast.

THINK ABOUT IT – THINK ABOUT “WHO”?

DAILY TV MASS
Do a Google search: dailytvmass.com
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What do you want to share in the
next HOLY GHOST PARISH NEWS?
We will be sending a Parish News email out from
time to time so we can stay connected and hear from
each other during this time. Next issue will have a
column called; “Random Thoughts”
 What’s happening in your life that you would like
to share?
 How are you spending your time in quarantine?
 What is your family discovering while being
cooped up together every day?
 What are the best things you think are coming out
of being quarantined?
 What are the challenges/changes you have made?
 What good ideas or things to do would you like to
share with others in our parish family?

Thoughts – Reflections – Fun Stories – Advice - ?
IT WILL BE FUN TO HEAR FROM EACH OTHER

Email your “Random Thoughts” to:
tkschulte1@cox.net

We Humans Are Funny
There is nothing funny about the sickness and death
that COVID19 has brought to the world … but you
have to laugh at the craziness that self-quarantining
brings out in many people of the world.
“I washed my hands so much due to the COVID19, that my
exam notes from 1995 resurfaced.”
Man: On Day Two without sports:
“I found a pretty lady sitting on my couch yesterday.
Apparently she’s my wife. She seems nice.”
Doctor: “Your COVID19 test came back positive”
Patient: “That can’t be correct. I have 300 rolls of toilet
paper.”
“Wow … bars, clubs health food stores and gyms all
closed?? My life is about to seriously be exactly the same.”
Stages Of Working From Home:
“Yay, I get to work from home.”
- “It would be nice to talk to people.”
“I hope that pigeon sits on the window sill again
today”
Quarantine Diary
Day 1: I have stocked up on enough non-perishable food
and supplies to last me for months, maybe years, so that I
can remain in isolation for as long as it takes to see out this
pandemic
Day 2: I am in the supermarket because I wanted a Twix
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St. Joseph Prayer
At our last weekend Masses (March 14/15) we
prayed together the prayer to St. Joseph to protect
us through this time of concern. You can make this
part of your daily prayers asking St. Joseph to
intercede for us to God as we pray for the safety of
our families, our parish, our health care workers, our
nation and the other people suffering in the world.

Prayer
To you, O blessed Joseph,
do we come in our tribulation,
and having implored the help of your most holy
Spouse, we confidently invoke your patronage also.
Through that charity which bound you
to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God
and through the paternal love
with which you embraced the Child Jesus,
we humbly beg you graciously to regard the
inheritance which Jesus Christ has purchased by his
Blood, and with your power and strength to aid us
in our necessities.
O most watchful guardian of the Holy Family,
defend the chosen children of Jesus Christ;
O most loving father, ward off from us
every contagion of error and corrupting influence;
O our most mighty protector, be kind to us
and from heaven assist us in our struggle
with the power of darkness.

TIME FOR RELECTION?
Most of us who are “quarantined” have plenty of
extra time on our hands. Why not take this time to
do a reflection on the Mass readings for each day?

As once you rescued the Child Jesus from deadly peril,
so now protect God's Holy Church
from the snares of the enemy and from all adversity;
shield, too, each one of us by your constant
protection, so that, supported by your example and
your aid,
we may be able to live piously, to die in holiness,
and to obtain eternal happiness in heaven.

There is an excellent reflection given on video each
day www.Catholic.org. If you put this address in your
browser you will go right to it:

https://www.catholic.org/bible/daily_reading/

TRY IT … YOU WILL BE BLESSED!

Amen.

Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your God who
goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.
Deuteronomy 31:6
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Archbishop Lucas suspends public Masses and celebrations
The CDC and Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts are recommending the cancellation of public assemblies
with 10 or more people. Effective immediately, all public Masses and communal celebrations of the Sacraments or other
liturgies are indefinitely suspended. Archbishop George J. Lucas
March 16, 2020:

The news report above outlines one of those “unprecedented decisions” made my Archbishop Lucas that most of you
have probably seen on the news. I know there are many questions you may have about what that will mean for other
sacraments and activities in our church. Fr. Sanderson asked that we share with you Archdiocese directives the Priest's
must follow at this time that came in a letter he and other Priests received from Rev. Scott A. Hastings.
This may help answer many of the questions you have about what the spreading of the coronavirus will mean for our
church practices during this difficult time.
Dear Fathers,
Since yesterday afternoon’s announcement by Governor Ricketts and Archbishop Lucas, a number of questions have
arisen. I hope to answer as many as possible here. Please feel free to reach out with further questions as they arise.
1. Why suspend public Masses and not just limit them to ten persons?
a. We are trying to collaborate with both the letter and spirit of the restrictions that are in place. The purpose of this
time of distancing is to stop the spread of a legitimately life threatening illness. While celebrating funerals and already
scheduled weddings within the new limitations is reasonable, other celebrations are to be set aside temporarily. Priests
should still be offering the Mass privately, and this is still a source of grace for the Church.
2. Duration?
a. How long will this last? We are uncertain. Hopefully, it will be a matter of weeks and not longer.
3. Livestreamed Masses?
a. This is a great solution. Check out the webinar sent yesterday to see how to do this via Facebook live and other
platforms.
4. Funerals?
a. These are limited to ten, including the priest. There are a couple of options. A priest could have ten total persons
present and livestream the funeral for others. The burial could be celebrated now, and a Mass of Christian Burial in the
absence of the body or a memorial Mass could be celebrated later. At outdoor burials, we should keep in mind
appropriate distancing. 5. Home Masses
a. While not canonically or legally prohibited, these are against the spirit of trying to stop the spread of this virus. Also,
these are likely to cause division in parishes by showing preference to particular families over others.
6. Adoration Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
a. Our churches should remain open as usual for people to stop in and pray. Exposition can take place over prolonged
periods of a number of hours, so that groups do not congregate.
7. Confession?
a. These should take place, but they should be scheduled in such a way that groups do not congregate.
8. Baptism?
a. These can take place, but they should be limited to no more than ten people in the church. 9. Visits to the Sick?
a. These can take place, as usual.
10. Deacons, EMHCs and Home Communion Services or Visiting the Homebound?
a. Deacons and EMHCs are not permitted in this time to hold Communion Services, for others or for their own families.
Visiting the homebound should also be suspended, unless in the case of illness, since the purpose of this time is to stop
the spread of the coronavirus. Where possible, it is strongly encouraged that the homebound receive phone calls to
reach out to them.
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continued…
The strong desire to receive the Blessed Sacrament is a beautiful thing. However, this suspension will not be forever.
Many of the world’s Catholics receive the Eucharist only a handful of times in a year. In order to do our part to stop the
spread of the coronavirus, we should encourage parishioners to break open the word, to pray as families, and to make
spiritual communions.
11. Drive-Through Holy Communion?
a. Do not do this. There is no provision whereby this is permissible under universal law.
12. Parish Events?
a. Parish events that are gatherings of greater than ten people should be suspended.
After the surprise of yesterday’s announcement, today is a new day. We are all doing our best to figure this out as we go.
I strongly encourage you to think about how to stay connected with your parishioners at this time. We can view today’s
circumstances as an enemy or as a friend. This is a time for pulling together at the local level, by being creative with
connecting our communities. Thanks, Fr. Scott
Or course all of this has affected many of our Lenten plans and practices. Here are the plans as of this moment:
CONFESSIONS are still scheduled: Monday and Friday at Holy Ghost – Noon to 12:30pm
Monday and Friday at St. Stan’s – 5:30 – 6:00pm
Saturday at Both Parishes – 4pm
STATIONS OF THE CROSS on hold until further notice.
PARISH MISSION for Holy Ghost & St. Stanislaus – ON HOLD!

Finally, eat well, drink plenty of water, exercise regularly and for Pete’s sake, wash your hands .
Read a good book (I suggest the bible), maybe practice meditating and new prayer habits as well.
If you are at home with a spouse and/or kiddies … be nice to each other and remember to hug a lot
and laugh a lot. If anything, this crisis is the perfect opportunity to reexamine your family’s priorities.
Remember those in our parish who love you and especially those who are in need.
Check in on them by phone, email, text, Facebook or better yet, write them a caring note.
This day will pass … and we will be back to our normal lives and probably be wishing
we had the time we do now to spend on what is most important.

Let us use this time to be closer to each other by our prayer and concern for each other.
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